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“EDITORIALS —___ 


Too Little and Too Late 


DER a blanket of red roses the body of Ernest Hem- 
pee was buried on Thursday, July 6, in the public 
cemetery at Ketchum, Idaho. The previous Sunday the 
famous novelist, Nobel Laureate and Pulitzer Prize winner, 
had shot himself in the head with both barrels of a twelve- 
gauge, silver-inlaid, English shotgun. At the interment a 
priest read Ecclesiastes 1:4, “One generation passeth away, 
and another generation cometh, but the earth standeth for- 
ever.” He prayed: “O Lord, grant to Thy servant Ernest 
the remission of his sins. Eternal rest grant unto him, 
O Lord.” The priest also quoted from Maccabees II, 12:46, 
about prayers for the dead; and repeated lines from Tenny- 
son on the death of King Arthur, in which are the famous 
words, “More things are wrought by prayer than this world 
dreams of.” John Hemingway said that his father had 
been converted to Catholicism many years ago, but had not 
been practicing it lately. 

Was Ernest Hemingway’s death suicide? It would seem 
so; and if so, he was just another in that sad procession 
(e.g., Eastman, Kruger) of disillusioned, wealthy, and 
famous men who have gone out of this life in the same way. 
The talk he put into the mouths of characters in his novels 
showed that he hated the thought of death, yet seemed 
obsessed by it. Probably the silver-ornamented, imported 
shotgun was one of his treasures, for he was a hunter; yet 
that very thing was the instrument of his death at 61. 

He amassed much money from his writings, and by many 
secular writers he was looked up to as a kind of high priest 
of style. He could roam where he pleased over the world 
and have anything he wanted. But surely he could not 
have had peace in his heart, and all his wealth and fame 
could not satisfy him. His silver and gold and reputation 
could not save his soul, and the priest’s prayer at the grave 
could not grant him the remission of his sins. It was too 
little and too late; there is only one Mediator, and “now 
is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation.” 

In contemplating such a sad passing, we, ourselves, must 
be careful not to be merely complacent and self-satisfied, 
or too much gripped by the love of money and praise. 
If we have trusted in Christ, our hope of salvation still 
fests only in Him. We should have our affections set on 
things above and give Him the pre-eminence in all things. 
We should pray with the Psalmist, “So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom.” 


“Saved To Serve’? 


H’” often this thought is expressed in missionary meet- 
ings. Busyness has become a hallmark of spirituality. 
In some circles if a young person is not going into “full time 
service,” he is regarded as missing God’s best. 

A frequent reason for this attitude is the underlying 
belief that God’s program of world evangelism, the ultimate 
Victory of the Gospel, depends upon us and our efforts rather 
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than upon God. Apart altogether from such wrong think- 


ing, it seems quite clear that the New Testament order of 
priority puts worship, fellowship with God, discipleship 
before setyice for God. We quickly forget the lesson of 
Martha cumbered with service, of Mary who obviously also 
served but who had chosen the better part of sitting at 
Christ’s feet. 

It is interesting to note that in the training of the twelve 
disciples, they were first with Christ, after which He sent 
them out to serve Him (Mark 3:14). Christ wants us as 
persons. He loves us more than He desires our activity. 
Furthermore, our qualification for service is our fellowship 
and communion with Him whereby we learn to know Him, 
His will for us, and whereby we grow like Him. “Follow 
me,” He said, ‘‘and I will make you fishers of men.” We 
emphasize the fishing rather than the following. The value 
and effectiveness of what we do depends upon what we are. 
Christ’s thought is this, we do not become fishermen by 
catching fish, but as we follow the Lord Jesus He makes 
us fishermen; and because we have become fishermen, we 
commence to catch fish. 

Christ summed it all up in John 12:26: “If any man 
serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall 
also my servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father 
honour.” Service depends upon discipleship. The offer to 
serve Christ results in the call to follow Him. He empha- 
sizes that where He is, those who serve Him are to be. Such 
a relationship produces acceptable service because it makes 
acceptable servants. We make the mistake of offering the 
Lord the work of our hands instead of our heart, ourselves. 

The story is told of a young man skilled in cabinetmaking 
who during the months of his engagement spent the eve- 
nings in his workshop, carving and constructing exquisite 
home furniture. Often his fiancee longed for his company, 
but she stifled the expression of this desire, thinking, After 
all he is doing all this for me. They were married, but 
even then he did not change. As children came along he 
was busy constructing furnishings and toys for them and 
finding ways of beautifying the home. One day she could 
stand it no longer and turning to him she said: “Don’t you 
understand? I married you because I loved you. I wanted 
your companionship. I wanted you to be with me. I didn’t 
marry you for the things you make for our home. You 
mean more to me than furniture.” Is this how my Lord 
views my service for Him? We are not saved primarily 


to serve. We are saved that we may be with our Lord, 


. that we may grow like Him. 


AX AL 


The showdown with the Communist world conspiracy is 

. . [Khrushchev] is now sure that the great game of 
isolating the United States, then impoverishing it, then 
breaking its will, is all over save for our helpless, threshing 
convulsions, which will be interesting and from time to 
time dangerous... . The gamesmen in the Kremlin must 
smile in their sleep as they realize how deeply ingrained is 
the American illusion that a ton of wheat can offset a ton 
of Communist artillery shells, that a squad of Peace Corps- 
men is a match for a squad of guerrilla fighters.—Eric 
Sevareid, in The Reporter. 
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The Story of the Week 


@ ROME.—The effects of the new papal encyc- 
lical, Mater et Magistra (Mother and Teacher) may 
be more far-reaching than a first glance would 
have led non-Catholics to believe. The chorus of 
acclaim that greeted its appearance continues to 
rise, as much from Protestant and non-Christian 
sources as from Catholic. The encyclical ap- 
peared on the 7Oth anniversary of Leo XIll’s 
Rerum Novarum and the 30th of Pius XI’s 
Quadragesimo Anno, and follows in the line of 
thought begun by these two, completing for this 
generation the Catholic teaching on socio-eco- 
nomic affairs. It reckons with the scientific, 
economic, social, and political upheavals since 
1931, and moves boldly into the area of social 
doctrine. The Pope views as basic the initiative 
of private citizens and the principle that govern- 
ment action in economic affairs be restricted to 
undertakings that private groups cannot accom- 
plish. But he goes on to affirm that governments 
must intervene in the economy on a wider scale 
than they have in the past. He sketches the 
pros and cons of socialization, and concludes 
that such a course does not necessarily pose a 
threat to the freedom of the individual. The 
document further delves into problems of wage 
justice, production, private property, and agri- 
culture, moving toward a more liberal position 
in all of these areas than the Catholic Church has 
hitherto advocated. The Pope strongly urges 
prosperous nations to extend aid to poor areas 
of the world. In an increasing number of nations 
the Roman Church is gaining a position from 
which it is able to bring effective pressure to bear 
on governments to realize its own aims. The 
effects of this latest encyclical will almost surely 
reach beyond the borders of the Roman Church. 


@ Recent reports from Bolivia indicate that 
the government there has signed a concordat 
with the Roman Church giving her the responsi- 
bility for the spiritual ministry to the Bolivian 
Army. Also an agreement has been reached 
whereby the Church will shoulder most of the 
responsibility for fighting Communism, on the 
condition that priests be allowed to teach in 
Protestant schools. At present the prime target 
is the Methodist Church’s American Institute in 
La Paz. The Methodists haye rejected such an 
arrangement, and will close the school before 
submitting to an order placing priests in the 
school. 
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@ LEOPOLDVILLE, CONGO.—A large group of 
American missionaries of the Unevangelized 
Fields Mission was arrested in the rebel Oriental 
Province by troops loyal to rebel Congolese 
leader Antoine Gizenga, and charged with dis- 
tributing anti-Communist leaflets. Conflicting 
reports placed the number arrested somewhere 
between 30 and 50 persons. The group was 
held for a week and was released after negotia- 
tions between rebel and mission representatives. 
The missionaries had gathered for their annual 
conference. 





@ SAIGON, VIETNAM. — Celebrating _ fifty 
years of the Gospel in this country, the Evan- 
gelical Church of Vietnam (Christian and Mis- 
sionary Alliance) held anniversary services here 
recently. Fifteen hundred persons attended the 
services, which opened the national church gen- 
eral assembly. Until recently the Alliance was 
the only evangelical society working here. 
There is now a baptized church membership of 
25,000, with a Christian community of thousands 
of others. There are 250 organized churches, 
and 315 national workers carrying on all the 
ministries of the church. 


@ WASHINGTON, D. C.—Attorney General 
Robert Kennedy announced here that the FBI's 
Uniform Crime Reports for 1960, compiled under 
the direction of Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, reveal that 
serious crime last year reached a new high, with 
a 98 per cent increase over 1950, while the 
population increase during this decade was only 
18 per cent. During 1960 a serious crime was 
committed every 15 seconds. A murder, forcible 
rape, or assault to kill occurred every 3 minutes. 


@ CUBA.—The last three British missionary 
couples working here under the Plymouth Breth- 
ren have decided to leave the island, according 
to Echoes of Service, missionary magazine of the 
Brethren in England. One of the missionaries 
writes: “We are in no danger, but after consulté- 
tion together, we feel the time has come to get 
out.” (A. Clifford) 





Fut Ud... 


FBI director J. Edgar Hoover reveals some 
disturbing trends in his article, “Crime and 








Young People.” 
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at the crossroads, of a man who 

walks the tightrope between wide 
divergencies in status, doctrine, or opin- 
ion. As Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
highest ecclesiastical office in England, 
Thomas Cranmer was torn between 
king and people, between Reformation 


Pees is the keynote of a man 


- and entrenched dogma, between propo- 


nents and opponents of a Bible in the 
mother tongue. Caution may be dic- 
tated by reason, prudence, or fear. For 
the Archbishop, sad to say, it was a 
combination of the three. 

Cranmer was born and reared in 
Nottinghamshire. Then his widowed 
mother sent him to Cambridge Uni- 
versity, from which he received his 
B. A. degree in 1512 and his M. A. in 
1515. Ordained in 1523, he became a 
lecturer in theology at Jesus College 
and public examiner of candidates for 
degrees in theology. 

In 1529 the plague known as the 
sweating sickness drove him and two 
of his students to the youths’ home at 
Waltham in Essex. There he met King 
Henry VIII and they became quite 
friendly. 

Two years later the king appointed 
him sole ambassador to Germany. There 
he met Zwingli and Luther, great 
leaders of the Reformation in Switzer- 
land and Germany. His long discus- 
sions with the lesser-known Osiander 
no doubt influenced him in the years 
to follow. Cranmer found another in- 


~ Cautious Champion of the Bible 


By JAMES E. ADAMS 


Mr. Adams recalls for us the timid 
but persistent struggle of Arch- 
bishop Cranmer to place the English 
Bible in the hands of the people. 








terest in Osiander’s home, however, for 
there he met Margaret, the attractive 
niece of his friend. They fell in love 
and were married. 

In 1532 after Cranmer’s return to Eng- 
land, Archbishop Warham died, where- 
upon Henry VIII appointed Cranmer 
to the archbishopric. Since relations 
between the king and the pope were 
hostile at this time, Cranmer became 
the first Protestant Archbishop of Can- 
terbury. 

Prior to this appointment Cranmer 
had secured a copy of William Tyn- 
dale’s English New Testament. As he 
read it a great longing had come into 
his heart that everyone might enjoy the 
same privilege. He determined to 
watch for an opportunity to ask the 
king to sponsor an edition of the Bible. 
Accordingly he talked to Thomas Crom- 
well, the king’s chief adviser, and 
together they began to agitate for a 
translation of the Bible into English un- 
der royal patronage, gradually causing 
the king to realize the people wanted it. 

But Tyndale himself had already 
brought to an untimely end any plans 
that Cranmer had in mind for such a 
New Testament. In a debate he had 
aroused antagonism by saying, “If God 


spares me, I will cause the boy that 
drives the plough to know more of the 
Bible than the pope.” Later, he smug- 
gled his translation into England from 
his exile on the Continent and incurred 
the wrath of Henry VIII and high 
church officials by the sometimes biting 
comments in the margins of his New 
Testament. 

In speaking to his secretary about 
this, Cranmer said, “Ah, Morise, Tyn- 
dale has allowed his zeal to carry him 
away.” 

“But, sir, he only told the truth as 
he saw it.” 

“No doubt, Morise. But the Scrip- 
tures are more important than opinions 
in debate or in marginal notes. Now 
Henry will never allow his translation 
to be printed in England.” 

Nevertheless, in 1534 a convocation 
under the presidency of the archbishop 
petitioned Henry VIII that he would 
“think fit to decree that the Holy Scrip- 
tures shall be translated into the com- 
mon tongue by certain upright and 
learned men to be named by the said 
most illustrious King and to be meted 
out and delivered to the people for their 
instruction.” Knowing the king’s at- 
titude toward Tyndale, Cranmer did 
not refer to him. (In fact, Tyndale 
died a martyr on the Continent two 
years later with neither Henry VIII 
nor Cranmer making any effort to se- 
cure his release.) 


(Continued on page 636) 





of quoting the following. 


Wilbur M. Smith’s SURVEY 
BOSTON POLITICS.—Dr. Harold John Ockenga of Boston’s Park Street Church has a 


remarkable article in the June issue of Christian Heritage, giving some of his experiences in ex- 
posing Roman Catholic political machinations in the city of Baston. I am taking the liberty 
“Another point of tension at the local pastoral level is the school 
problem. The Phare Report on the public schools of Boston was an eight-volume work de- 
claring our schools are in an appalling situation. 


I preached upon these conditions from our 





Park Street pulpit because I felt it was my duty to do so as a Christian citizen. The whole school 
committee of Boston is Roman Catholic. That means the whole program is in their control. 
A former superintendent of schools told me there was a time when out of fifty-eight schools 
only two principals were Roman Catholic; today there are only two who are not Roman 
Catholic. Such is the change that takes place under a Catholic dominated school committee. 
School buildings constitute another facet of this educational problem. In Boston certain schools 
were declared unnecessary. They were closed and sold to the archbishop. I have the public 
clippings telling of one of them, a two-story, eight-room school which was sold for four thou- 
sand dollars. You cannot build those for two hundred thousand dollars. It was turned into 
a parochial school, new additions were made, and so the parochial system grows. Recently 
our State legislature put through a bill which gave Boston College forty-two and one-half 
acres for just one dollar. It comprises their athletic field, field house, parking lot, and other 
buildings. When we have sincere Catholic men in high office or occupying places of prom- 
inence in public administrative boards, it is not long until they succumb to the pressure that 
aggressively promotes the official policy of the priestly hierarchy.” 
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The Gospel | Preach 


By BILLY GRAHAM 


URING the weeks when I was 
D confined to my bed most of the 

time, I read the New Testament 
through twice. Once more the content 
of the kerygma (“Preaching,” Matt. 12: 
41; 1 Cor. 1:21) which the early church 
proclaimed was impressed upon me. 

What was this Gospel that turned the 
world upside down? What was the 
message that caused men to leave 
houses, lands, and loved ones in their 
urge to share it? What was this truth 
that shook thrones and made kings 
tremble? 

Was it a new ethical concept? Was it 
rationalism? Was it an earth-shaking 
philosophy? Was it an incontrovertible 
logic that appealed to the reason? It 
was all of these, but more. It was a 
nonsensical, ridiculous, and even “fool- 
ish” proclamation of the Cross and its 
power. 

Great emphasis was put upon the 
“blood of Christ,” and such stress was, 
and still is, repugnant to the carnal 
mind. The messengers of this Gospel 
through the centuries have been perse- 
cuted for proclaiming it. A minister 
can give ethical, philosophical, and even 
moral teaching with no offense, but 
when the message of the Cross and the 
blood are mentioned there are protests. 


Men Repulsed or Drawn 

Calvary was the culmination of an 
age-long conflict. On that mound 
where the blood of the infinite One was 
shed for our sins, death was swallowed 
up in victory; the lines of communi- 
cation between earth and Heaven were 
restored;' and Satan’s power over all 
who recognized this perfect sacrifice 
was broken. 

When the Cross is preached, hell 
trembles; the world revolts; the ra- 
tional mind recoils. Lost men have one 
of two reactions: they are repulsed, or 
if the Spirit conditions their hearts, 
they are drawn to Him who died upon 
the tree. 

The herald of Christ must in a real 
sense be “crucified” with Him. The de- 
sire to be clever, eloquent, popular, or 
accepted must be crossed out. 

Dr. C. H. Dodd has said: “For the 
early church, then, to preach was by 
no means the same as to deliver moral 
instruction or exhortation . . . much of 
our preaching in the church of the 
present day would not have been recog- 
nized by the early Christians as the 
kerygma.” 

The apostles did not enter into a de- 
bate with paganism. Their message 
was not primarily peace, ecumenical 
unity, or even moral exhortation. It 
was the impassioned declaration that 
Christ died for our sins and arose. 

Our critics pay us a compliment when 
they say we are “too simple,” lacking 
in eloquence, and repetitious. If one’s 
objective were to entertain or amuse, 
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these would be undesirable. But the 
herald of Christ has a more important 
mission and must speak as a dying 
man to dying men. 

The other day a bus driver was killed 
on the way to our Crusade in Man- 
chester. A member of our team was 
called upon to inform his wife of the 
accident. In delivering such tragic 
news, he made no effort to be eloquent 
or clever. Sympathy and sincerity were 
important, but high-sounding phrases 
were not appropriate. When we are 
faced with death and judgment and 
eternity, directness and compassion are 
more important than eloquence. 

While in Manchester I read with in- 
terest the accounts of Moody’s and 
Sankey’s visit to that area in 1874. The 
Examiner-Times of December 2, 1874, 
said regarding Moody’s preaching: “His 
preaching has not pretentions to ele- 
gance of diction, beauty of illustration, 
harmonious arrangement, or logical 
force. His sermons would not stand 
the test of ordinary criticism, his lan- 
guage is plain and homely, not always 
accurate and sometimes containing col- 
loquial phrases more popular than re- 
fined . . . How, then, is his marvelous 
success to be explained?” 

Moody made much of the Cross, and 
there is no doubt that in that fact lay 
the secret of his power. 

Paul, possibly the most successful 
missionary that ever lived, nailed his 
learning, his logic, and his cleverness 
to the cross. He said: “And I have not 
done this by the persuasiveness of 
clever words, for I have no desire to 
rob the cross of its power. The preach- 
ing of the cross is, I know, nonsense 
to those who are involved in this dying 
world; but to us who are being saved 
from that death it is nothing less than 
the power of God” (1 Cor. 1:17, 18, 
Phillips translation) . 

The kerygma is not only Cross-cen- 
tered, it is good news for all men. “All 
the world” is the Saviour’s command. 
In going through the accounts of 
Moody’s campaign in Manchester, it was 
interesting to find that he sent the fol- 
lowing circular to all the clergy of 
Manchester and Salford: 


Having come to Manchester with 
my friend Mr. Sankey for the month 
of December with the one object of 
preaching Christ, it has been a mat- 
ter of disappointment that not more 
clergymen of the Church of England 
have attended our meetings. As God 
has granted large blessing where 
unity has prevailed, we earnestly trust 
that you will join in seeking a bless- 
ing for Manchester. 

This was at a time when the Anglo- 
Catholic controversy was raging, and 
many of these men were more Catholic 
than Protestant. 

The herald of Christ must exclude 
no one from Christ’s claims. Even a 

























clergy which is in some degree un- 
sympathetic must not be left outside 
the pale of His challenge. Paul him- 
self was once a misguided religionist; 
but when he was confronted by Christ 
on the Damascus Road, he became a 
mighty oracle of the Gospel. 

John Mott said in Madras in 1938; 
“Any Gospel that leaves out sin, re- 
pentance and the cross and resurrection 
is no Gospel.” 

I find that the average audience, even 
in the so-called Christian West, must 
have a clear review of sin, repentance, 
and the Cross. If they ever knew 
about them, they have forgotten. I 
have but one sermon actually, and that 
is on sin, repentance, the Cross, and the 
Resurrection. I may start out with a 
different text, but I cut across country 
and make a beeline for the cure for 
humanity’s disease. 


Philadelphia Needs Revival 

Sin is a neglected subject today. 
Psychiatrists speak of “guilt com- 
plexes.” But there is such a thing as 
real guilt. “For all have sinned, and 
come short of the glory of God” (Rom. 
3:23). There is no complex implied 
here—it is guilt before God. But at 
the Cross’ we find pardon, peace, and 
power. 

During the last part of August we 
come to Philadelphia. It was here that 
Billy Sunday, messenger to another gen- 
eration, had his greatest meeting. Once 
more spiritual lethargy is evident on 
every hand. 

We need revival. Philadelphia could 
well be the last crusade we will ever 
conduct. I pray earnestly that it will 
be one in which Christ will be exalted, 
souls brought from death unto life, and 
one in which Christ’s Church will be 
strengthened. This is the heaviest year 
of our ministry, but we have an inner 
conviction that the time is short. Swift- 
moving events point unmistakably to 
the climax of history. Let us “take ..- 
the whole armour of God, that ye may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, 
and having done all, to stand” (Eph. 
6:13). 
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Sunday School Movement 





Robert Raikes, Founder of the 


By EVA M. BESTLEY 
London, England 





Original house at Gloucester, Eng., where the first Sunday school 


was inaugurated, 1780. 


7 ons is known as the Sunday 
School Movement came into being 
about 180 years ago. It was the work of 
Robert Raikes, who was born within 
the precincts of Gloucester Cathedral, 
England, in 1735. His position and pro- 
fession, and the high respect in which 
he was held in the city in which he 
lived, enabled him to give publicity 
to this work that has given such an 
abiding perpetuity to his name. 
father, Robert Raikes, had in 1722 
founded The Gloucester Journal, one 
of the oldest country newspapers. His 
son Robert took the paper over on his 
father’s death in 1757. He married 
Anne, daughter of Thomas Trigge, at 
the age of thirty-one, and became the 
father of two sons and six daughters. 

Robert Raikes began seeking to al- 
leviate the sufferings of prisoners, and 
in 1768 inserted in his paper an appeal 
on their behalf. The jails were at that 
time marked by the abuses that were 
Soon afterwards exposed by John 
Howard. No allowance was made for 
the support of minor offenders, and 
Some of them would have starved but 
for the humanity shown by other pris- 
oners who gave up part of their rations 
on behalf of those who were less for- 
tunate than themselves. 

The social problems of his day be- 
came one of Robert Raikes’s prime in- 
terests, and very soon afterward his 
attention was called to the neglect of 
any training for the children in the 
Poorer parts of the city. Various ac- 





His. 


12, 1961 (Lesson for August 27) 


counts are given of the circumstances 
that led to the founding of the Sunday 
school work. First he got in touch with 
a clergyman who had himself started a 
Sunday school at Ashbury, Berkshire. 
And then one hot July afternoon Raikes 
went to Sooty Alley in search of a 
woman who might undertake to teach 
the children. He engaged a room, 
bought books, and agreed on her salary 
of a shilling a week. She did not, how- 
ever, prove strong enough to deal with 
the undisciplined youngsters who came 
to the classes. Later a Mrs. Critchley 
was engaged. She had an iron will and 
a heavy hand, and she soon began to 
get results. The numbers swelled, and 
the little school moved into larger 
premises. This became the starting 
point of a very active movement. 

In November, 1783, Raikes inserted 
in his paper a short notice of his Sun- 
day school’s success, without mention- 
ing his own name. Many inquiries 
were subsequently addressed to him. 
His friend Samuel Glasse preached a 
sermon in 1786 at Painswick, Glouces- 
tershire, on behalf of the Sunday schools 
there, and stated in a note that 200,000 
children were already being taught in 
England. The Bishop of Chester and 
the Bishop of Salisbury gave him their 
approval. 

William Fox, who had been trying 
to start a larger system, set up in 
August, 1785, a London Society for the 
establishment of Sunday schools. John 
Wesley remarks in his Journal of the 








14th of July, 1784, that he found these 
schools springing up wherever he went; 
and he did much to encourage them 
among his followers. The schools were 


introduced into Wales by Thomas 
Charles of Bala in 1789, and spread to 
Scotland, Ireland, and the United 
States. They began to attract attention 
outside the churches. Adam Smith, ac- 
cording to one of Raikes’s letters in 
1787, declared that no plan so simple 
and promising for the improvement of 
manners had been devised since -the 
days of the apostles. 

The first Sunday school teachers were 
paid, until difficulties arose in Glouces- 
ter in 1810 about their maintenance. 
Some young people resolved to carry 
on the work gratuitously. Queen Char- 
lotte took-a warm interest in the work 
of the Sunday schools, and hearing on 
one occasion that Robert Raikes was 
staying near Windsor, sent for him to 
come to the castle and tell her the story 
of its founding. 

Robert Raikes did not receive all the 
honor due to him while he lived, but 
the fact that he saw Sunday schools 
firmly established throughout the coun- 
try meant more to him than any pos- 
sible honor. He died at Gloucester, 
150 years ago, in his seventy-sixth year, 
and was buried in the Church of St. 
Mary le Crypt, where there are monu- 
ments erected to the memory of him 
and his parents. He left instructions 
in his will that his Sunday school chil- 
dren should be invited to follow him 
to the grave, and that each of them 
should receive a shilling and a plum 
cake. A statue was erected to his mem- 
ory in the Thames Embankment Gar- 
dens in London. The inscription on 
the pedestal reads: “Robert Raikes, 
Founder of Sunday Schools, 1780. This 
statue was erected under the direction 
of the Sunday School Union by con- 
tributions from teachers and scholars 
of Sunday Schools in Great Britain, 
July, 1880.” 





Statue of Robert Raikes, London 
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THE KinGc JAMES VERSION 
Acts 16:11 Therefore loosing from Troas, we came with a 
straight course to Samothracia, and the next day to Neapolis; 


12 And from thence to Philippi, which is the chief city of 
that part of Macedonia, and a colony: and we were in that 


city abiding certain days. 


13 And on the sabbath we went out of the city by a river 
side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, 
and spake unto the women which resorted thither. 


14 And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, 
of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: 
whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the 


things which were spoken of Paul. 


15 And when she was baptized, and her household, she be- 
sought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the 
Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she con- 


strained us. 


International Uniform Lesson 





LYDIA, A CHRISTIAN BUSINESS WOMAN 


Acts 16:11-40; printed text, verses 11-15, 35-40 


Golden Text.—But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God.—John 1:12 





35 And when it was day, the magistrates sent the serjeants, 
saying, Let those men go. 

36 And the keeper of the prison told this saying to Paul, 
The magistrates have sent to let you go: now therefore de- 
part, and go in peace. 

37 But Paul said unto them, They have beaten us openly 


uncondemned, being Romans, and have cast us into prison; 


and now do they thrust us out privily? nay verily; but let 
them come themselves and fetch us out. 

88 And the serjeants told these words unto the magistrates; 
and they feared, when they heard that they were Romans, 

39 And they came and besought them, and brought them 
out, and desired them to depart out of the city. 

40 And they went out of the prison, and entered into the 


house of Lydia: and when they had seen the brethren, they 


comforted them, and departed. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 
Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted 


by Inter- 


national Council of Religious Education. 





The Lesson as a Whole 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


Approach to the Lesson 
HE sixteenth chapter of Acts 
' should hold a special place of in- 
terest for every Western reader of 
the New Testament, inasmuch as’ it re- 
cords the account of the turning of the 
Christian testimony toward the West. 
Up to that time the Evangel had been 
confined to the East. At this point, 
however, the Christian message crossed 
over into Europe. 

This abrupt change in direction came 
as the clear leading of the Holy Spirit. 
Paul and his party were “forbidden” to 
preach in the provinces of Asia and 
Bithynia. At the seaport of Troas 
Paul’s vision resulted in the unanimous 
conclusion that the Lord was calling 
them to Macedonia (modern Greece). 

On arrival in Philippi we can easily 
imagine how eagerly the missionaries 
looked for the needy Macedonian of 
Paul’s dream. And when they did not 
find him, but rather a furious storm of 
satanic hatred, we might have expected 
them to conclude that they had all been 
misled. However, they seemed to have 
no misgivings whatever, and were con- 
tent to gather together with a handful 
of Jewish women at the riverbank on 
the Sabbath Day. It was there that the 
Lord opened the heart of a devout busi- 
nesswoman—Lydia—and she thus be- 
came Europe’s first convert. 

Other conversions followed, and these 
formed the nucleus of the church at 
Philippi. 

Verse by Verse 

Acts 16:11.—“Therefore loosing from 
Troas, we came with a straight course 
to Samothracia, and the next day to 
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Neapolis.” The “we” of this party con- 
sisted of four men—Paul, Silas, Timo- 
thy, and Luke. The latter was “the 
beloved physician” (Col. 4:14), who 
joined the missionary team at Troas, 
and who was the author of Acts. 
Crossing the Aegean Sea, in obedience 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit, they 
finished the trip in two days. God 
gave them a favorable wind. Accord- 
ing to Acts 20:6 the return voyage re- 
quired five days. 

Verse 12—“And from _ thence to 
Philippi, which is the chief city of that 
part of Macedonia, and a colony: and 
we were in that city abiding certain 
days.” Neapolis was the port of 
Philippi, and lay some ten miles away. 
Philippi, being a colony, used Roman 
law, and its people enjoyed Roman 
citizenship. 

Verse 13.—“And on the sabbath we 
went out ... by a river side, where 
prayer was ... made; and we sat down, 
and spake unto the women which re- 
sorted thither.” Apparently the Jewish 
community in this city was too small to 
afford a synagogue, and so the women 
gathered for prayer and devotions on a 
riverbank outside the city gates each 
Sabbath. On discovering this group, 
Paul and his associates seized the op- 
portunity for fellowship and witness. 


Verse 14—“And a certain woman 
named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“My flesh and my heart faileth: 
but God is the strength of my 
heart, and my portion for ever” 
(Psa. 73:26). 




















city of Thyatira, which worshipped 
God, heard us: whose heart the Lord 
opened, that she attended unto the 
things which were spoken of Paul.” 
One of these women was a devout per- 
son who had come from Thyatira, in 
the province of Asia, and was engaged 
in selling purple dye, or cloth. This 
woman, Lydia, had perhaps become a 
God-fearer in her native city. She 
eagerly listened to Paul’s words, and as 
she did so the Lord opened her heart. 


Verse 15.—“And when she was bap- 
tized, and her household, she besought 
us, saying, If ye have judged me to be 
faithful to the Lord, come into my 
house, and abide there. And she con 
strained us.” Lydia evidently had a 
home and dependents. They embraced 
the Gospel message and did not hesitate 
to confess their faith by submitting to 
Christian baptism. On the strength of 
this expression of their faith, she urged 
the missionaries to share her hospitality. 


Verse 35.—“And when it was day, the 
magistrates sent the serjeants, saying, 
Let those men go.” The previous night 
had been a hectic one. The civic of- 
ficials probably were awed by the 
earthquake, associating it with their ill- 
tempered treatment of the Jewish mis- 
sionaries. They sent a curt message 
that the prisoners were to be released. 


Verse 36—“And the keeper of the 
prison told .. . Paul, The magistrates 


. have sent to let you go: now therefore 


depart, and go in peace.” Conveying 
this message to Paul and Silas, the jailer 


‘would have dismissed them with his 


blessing. What a change had come over 
this man because of his reception of the 
Gospel! 

Verse 37.—“But Paul said unto them, 
They have beaten us openly uncom 
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demned, being Romans, and have cast 
us into prison; and now do they thrust 
us out privily? nay verily; but let them 
come themselves and fetch us out.” It 
is clear from this that Silas, as well as 
Paul, was a Roman citizen. As such, 
they were legally exempt from the bru- 
talities to which they had been sub- 
jected. In fact, they were just as much 
exempt, and enjoyed the same measure 
of legal protection, as the magistrates 
themselves. The degrading punishment 
inflicted had been a flagrant violation 
of that protection. Paul, therefore, re- 
fused to permit this public act of in- 
justice to be covered up. The officials 
must rectify the wrong by showing the 
courtesy becoming to Roman citizens. 

Verse 38—“And the serjeants told 
these words unto the magistrates: and 
they feared, when they heard that they 
were Romans.” Alarmed at the news, 
the Philippian officials realized that if 
the report of this public violation 
reached the ears of Rome, they would 
be in an awkward position. To degrade 
citizens by flogging them without a trial 
could bring serious consequences. 

Verse 39.—“‘And they came and be- 
sought them, and brought them out, 
and desired them to depart out of the 
city.” It must have been deflating to 
the pride of these police officials to come 
and to thus apologize. Humbly con- 
ducting the missionaries out of the 
prison, they begged them to leave their 
city. 

Verse 40.—“And they went out of the 
prison, and entered into the house of 
Lydia: and when they had seen the 
brethren, they comforted them, and de- 
parted.” Because Lydia’s home had 
become their headquarters (see v. 15), 
they naturally returned to it and joined 
the believers, including not only Luke 
and Timothy but also the jailer and his 
family, possibly the former slave girl, 
and others. Probably the fact that the 
preachers were not being expelled in 
disgrace from the city would serve to 
Teassure them. It would appear that 
Luke remained with this group (cf. 20: 
6) while the other three missionaries 
left for further fields. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, The conversion of the devout Lydia 
(Acts 16: 11-15) 

2. The casting out of the demon from 
the damsel (vv. 16-18) 

3. The conversion of the desperate jailer 
(vv. 19-40) 


The Heart of the Lesson 
With this God-fearing company of 
women, met for prayer at the riverside, 
Paul and his associates gathered. It 
was here ‘that they told the story of the 
Cross and explained God’s way of sal- 
vation. The Holy Spirit moved, and 
the heart of Lydia was opened to re- 
ceive the message. Her baptism, and 
that of her household, followed. These 
new Christians openly declared their 
full identification with the Lord Jesus 
Christ. They were not ashamed to con- 
fess their allegiance to Him. 
er fruit followed. Not only was 
Lydia’s heart opened, but her home was 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


8. August 20.—Silas, a Trustworthy 

eader. Acts 15:22-41; 16:19- 

40; 17:1-14; 18:5; 1 Thessalo- 
nians 1:1; 1 Peter 5:12 


Next Week’s Lesson 


10. September 3.—Timothy, a Guard- 
ian of the Truth (Temperance). 

Acts 16:1-5; 17:14, 15; Philip- ae 
pians 2:19-23; 1 Timothy 1:1-5; 

2 Timothy 1:1-8; 2:1-5, 22 








also opened. By giving hospitality to 
these ambassadors of Jesus Christ she 
provided further evidence of the divine 
work that had been deeply wrought in 
her. 


Topics for Development 

Contrasts in Conversions. While basi- 
cally all genuine conversions are uni- 
form, yet the human _ circumstances 
surrounding them often differ widely. 

Of course, the fundamentals of re- 
generation are firmly fixed. There must 
be the Spirit’s conviction resulting in a 
sense of moral and spiritual bankruptcy. 
This produces a realization that salva- 
tion is not accomplished by self-help, 
nor by reliance upon any religious cere- 
mony whatever. Help must come en- 
tirely from without, not within. Faith 
in Christ alone can bring deliverance. 
Only commitment to Him will bring 
salvation. 

However, the outward circumstances 
differ greatly. Some sinners have a 
much deeper sense of guilt than others. 
Some undergo prolonged periods of 
anguish, whereas others, while recog- 
nizing their need, simply touch the hem 
of the Saviour’s garment (see Matt. 14: 
36). 

Moreover, there is a distinct contrast 
in the effects of assured salvation on 
various people. Some will shout for 
sheer joy, while others inwardly re- 
joice. ‘ 

The two cases of our present study 
illustrate this. Lydia’s conversion is 
quite different, in some respects, from 
that of the jailer. Hers was quiet; the 
jailer’s was noisy! Her heart was 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By C. Ernest Tatham 


HAT distinction did the city of 
Philippi enjoy? — 
2. Where did Paul and his associates 
begin their ministry in Philippi? 
3. Who was the first convert? 
4. What was her occupation? 
5. What followed her conversion? 
6. What other evidence showed the 
reality of her conversion? 
7. What other woman was touched 
by the power of God in that city? 
8. Name two examples of differing 
types of conversion. 
9. Why, probably, did Paul insist on 
a public apology from the injustices 
suffered from the authorities? 
10. Which missionary remained in 
Philippi? 
(Answers on page 631) 








opened by the influence of the Word as 
a flower is opened to the sun. The 
jailer’s soul was saved amid the mighty 
conviction of the Spirit of God, thé 
excitement of an earthquake, and the 
threat of suicide. She had been a de- 
vout Jewess (or a proselyte); he had 
been a heathen Gentile. 

Nevertheless, the same grace and 
power regenerated both of them and 
transformed their lives. Both gave evi- 
dence of the new life in Christ Jesus 
by gladly submitting to Christian bap- 
tism and opening their homes. By this 
they entered into a new fellowship of 
love that became the nucleus of the 
church at Philippi. 


Practical Applications 


We should never allow business re- 
sponsibilities to hinder spiritual witness. 
While Lydia had come all the way from 
her native Thyatira to Philippi on busi- 
ness, she found time to participate in a 
Sabbath prayer meeting. When she was 
led into personal salvation, she did not 
permit any fear of damage to her busi- 
ness reputation to hinder her. being 
baptized or identifying her home with 
the new Christian faith. 

Today some tend to compromise, or 
trim down, their Christian stand be- 
cause of fear that it may not be good 
for business. It was against this temp- 
tation that our Lord warned when He 
spoke of hiding our light under a 
bushel (see Matt. 5:15). The bushel is a 
symbol of commerce. When this is 
placed over the candle of our testimony 
it smothers the light. 

Christ wants Christian businessmen 
and women to glorify Him in the 
commercial world by conducting their af- 
fairs.on the highest level of righteous- 
ness. This puts them in a strong 
position to witness to the reality of the 
life-changing Gospel of His grace. 


Golden Text 

John 1:12.—“But ds many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become 
the sons of God.” Here is a clear state- 
ment as to how we become God’s chil- 
dren. It is not by receiving a thing, 
but by receiving a person, and that per- 
son is the Lord Jesus Christ. When we 
accept Him by committing ourselves to 
Him in faith, we become children of 
God. This relationship is accomplished 
by the Holy Spirit, who comes to in- 
dwell us. 

NortH Patm BEACH, FLA. 





The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“... Lydia... of Thyatira .. . heard 
us” (Acts 16:14) —“The waters of Thya- 
tira are said to be so well adapted for 
dyeing that in no place can the scarlet 
cloth, out of which fezzes are made, be 
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so brilliantly or so permanently dyed 
as here. So in the Acts (16:14) Lydia, 
the first convert of Paul at Philippi, is 
mentioned as a seller of purple from 
Thyatira” (Unger’s Bible Dictionary). 

Because she was a householder, and 
because no mention is made of her hus- 
band, she may have been a widow. 

The fact that she was often found at 
the riverside place of prayer and was 
one who “worshipped God” would indi- 
cate that she was a Jewish proselyte. 

Hearing the Gospel of Christ-.fer the 
first time, she became vitally interested 
and the Lord opened her heart to attend 
“unto the things which were spoken of 
{for by] Paul.” 

The difficulty with many people to- 
day is that, although they hear the 
Word frequently, they do not become 
interested enough to attend to what 
they hear. 

We are exhorted to take heed how 
we hear (Luke 8:18), as well as what 
we hear (Mark 4:24). We are told to 
be “doers of the word, and not hearers 
only” (Jas. 1:22). 

“,..If ye have judged me to be faith- 
ful to the Lord, come into my house” 
(Acts 16:15).—The New Testament ex- 
hortations regarding hospitality such 
as Romans 12:13, Hebrews 13:2, and 1 
Peter 4:9 had not yet been written. 
Lydia needed no exhortation on this 
score. Her invitation sprang sponta- 
neously from her heart. 

As Washington Irving said: “There is 
an emanation from the heart in genuine 
hospitality which cannot be described, 
but it is immediately felt.and puts the 
stranger at once at his ease.” 

I knew a Christian couple—they are 
with the Lord now—who always main- 
tained an open door for visiting be- 
lievers and strangers. They said the 
Lord honored this service of love on 
their part, in making it the major fac- 
tor in the conviction, conversion, and 
spirituality of all eight of their children. 

“And she constrained us” (Acts 16: 
15).—I like the rendering of this ex- 
pression in various other versions, e.g.: 
“And she compelled us to come” (Mont- 


gomery). “And she continued to insist 
that we do so” (Williams). “And she 
prevailed upon us” (R.S.V.). “And she 


made us go there” (Weymouth). “And 
she induced us [to do it]” (Amplified). 
“And she just made us come” (Berke- 
ley). 

There could be no doubt in the mis- 
sionaries’ minds that she meant it! 


“They have beaten us openly uncon- 
demned, being Romans” (Acts 16:37) .— 
Here we have mention of another 
“open” thing—open persecution. Paul 
alludes to this to the Thessalonians, 
probably a year after: “Even after that 
we had suffered before, and were 
shamefully entreated [or insulted], as 
ye know, at Philippi” (1 Thess. 2:2). 

“And they came and besought them, 
and brought them out” (Acts 16:39).— 
This was equivalent to a public dec- 
laration of their innocence. By this the 
populace would know that the mag- 
istrates were transgressors—not the 


preachers. 
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“And they went out of the prison” 
(Acts 16:40).—They “entered into the 


house of Lydia.” What a striking con- 
trast! From an inner prison cell to a 
Christian home. How little did Lydia 
realize.what her wholehearted offer of 
hospitality would mean to these Gospel 
preachers. What a sight it must have 
been for her to see these men with 
lashed backs and sore feet, from having 
been in the stocks all night, coming to 
her home! They had ministered spir- 
itual things to her; now she could min- 
ister temporal things to them. 


“But as many as received him... even 
to them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12)—Lydia had received the 
Lord Jesus by faith, and became a child 
of God. All who do so now are given 
authority to call themselves the chil- 
dren of God. 

How simple is God’s way of salva- 
tion! The Lord Jesus Christ died for 
our sins and rose again. It is a matter 
of receiving Him by faith, and thus be- 
coming a child of God. 


Wawona, CALIF. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 





SuccEstep HyMNS 


“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”’ 
“We've a Story To Tell to the Nations” 
“Living for Jesus” 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, whose love reaches to every 
tribe and nation, and whose Son died to 
take away the sin of the world, we 
thank Thee for all He means to us. As 
we see today the first small beginnings 
of Christianity in Europe, may we think 
of what we owe to its westward spread 
to us. May we also see our duty to give 
the Gospel to people who need it. Bless 
our missionaries in getting the Word of 
Life to people long denied it. Remove 
the barriers to the spread of the Gospel 
today. Let its power even to convert its 
enemies appear. Set our hearts on liv- 
ing for the Lord Jesus. Guide us into 
the work and place where Thou wouldst 
have us serve Him. Keep us awake to 
our present opportunities of showing 
kindness in the name of Christ and 
make us a blessing to someone this very 
week. Where people are sick, sad, or in 
other trouble, give them Thy merciful 
help and bring us to the time when Thy 
will shall be done on earth as in 
Heaven, for the sake of our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 


FoR THE BLACKBOARD 





"THE SAVIOUR 


FIRST TAKE 
THEN SERVE 














After the Lesson—Lydia must have 
been a_ successful businesswoman to 
have had a home and means sufficient 
to entertain Paul and his helpers. She 
doubtless found some satisfaction in her 
business success, but after she opened 
her heart to the Lord Jesus, her chief 
business was not selling purple, but 
serving Christ. 

I once met the business manager of a 
Christian school. His father was presi- 
dent of a company with outlets around 
the world. He had given largely of 
time and money to the school as a 
means of Christian service. One day 
the father said to his son, “The oppor- 
tunity of succeeding me as president of 
our company is yours, if you wish; or, 
you may have a position in the business 
end of the school that is open.” The son 
chose the position in the Christian 
school saying, “It is your most signif- 
icant work, Father.” 

That could have been said of Lydia. 
She was successful in business, but her 
most important work was her part in 
establishing Christianity in Europe. All 
that Christianity has done for the good of 
the peoples of the West began in the home 
of Lydia. Hers was the privilege and 
satisfaction of having a part in something 
strategic and eternal. Everyone who 
wholeheartedly serves Christ has part 
in the most worthwhile thing life can 
offer. There is nothing bigger in this life 
than the cause of the Gospel. Your life 
and mine can be joyous and satisfying if 
we live to serve the Saviour. 


OcEAN Park, B. C., Can. 








My Teen-Age Class 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS morning we will learn John 3: 

18. At the last baccalaureate serv- 
ice I attended, the speaker indicated 
that everyone would get to Heaven. 
some day. But this verse makes it clear 
that only those who believe in Christ 
will get there. Those who do not in 
their hearts believe in the Saviour God 
sent are already condemned. 

Today we are going to read about a 
Christian businesswoman named Lydia 
who lived in the city of Philippi in the 
days of the Apostle Paul. 

Paul had set out on his second mis- 
sionary journey with Silas, intending to 
preach in the cities of western 
Minor, but the Holy Spirit hindered 
them. So they went to Troas, which 
your ancient history books call Troy. 
While there, Paul saw in a vision a man 
of Macedonia standing and begging Paul 
to “Come over into Macedonia, and help 
us.” At once Paul, Silas, Timothy and 
Dr. Luke, who was with them, sailed 
for Philippi, one of the chief cities of 
Macedonia. 

When they reached Philippi, the prob- 
lem was to find people there who w 
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listen to the Gospel message. There 
were heathen temples in Philippi, but no 
Christian churches, and probably not 
even a Jewish synagogue. 

Paul and his companions learned that 
a group of devout Jewish women went 
out of the city every Sabbath to pray 
together by the riverside. Paul and 
Silas attended this meeting, and told 
the Gospel story to those gathered there. 

Read Acts 16:11-15. So the first 
European convert was a businesswoman 
named Lydia. What does it say about 
her heart? (The Lord opened her 
heart.) It is important to notice that 
she was saved because of heart belief 
in Christ. Some people think they are 
saved simply because in their heads 
they believe the truth of the Gospel. 
That is not enough. If the knowledge 
that Christ died for us does not affect 
our hearts, it will not affect our lives 
either, and is therefore not saving faith. 
Romans 10:10 says, “With the heart man 
believeth unto righteousness; and with 
the mouth confession is made unto sal- 
vation.” 

The Gospel can indeed touch the heart 
of a down-and-outer, but it also has 
power to reach the heart of a success- 
ful businesswoman like Lydia. What 
business was she engaged in? (Selling 
purple cloth.) That proves she was 
wealthy because her business catered to 
wealthy people only. What did she do 
that proves she was really saved? (She 
got baptized—She invited Paul and his 
companions to stay in her home.) 
Right. First, Lydia had an open heart, 
then she had an open house. A home* 
that welcomes the Lord’s servants is es- 
pecially blessed. Lydia must also have 
had an open purse, for she entertained 
at least four of the Lord’s servants for 
many days, as we learn from Acts 16: 
15. This would certainly increase the 
food bill for her household. 

During that time a number of Philip- 
pians were saved. Then came the up- 
roar about the fortuneteller out of 
whom Paul had cast an evil spirit. You 
Temember that Paul and Silas were 
dragged off to prison, beaten cruelly, 
and thrust into an inner dungeon. Then 
came the earthquake, shaking off the 
prisoner’s chains and bursting open the 
prison doors, followed by the conversion 
of the jailer and his family. 

Read Acts 16:35-40 to see what hap- 
pened next. After the rulers came to 
the jail and apologized for their treat- 
ment of Paul and Silas, they begged 
them to leave the city. But Paul would 
hot leave till they returned to Lydia’s 
home and “comforted” all the believers 
gathered there. They must have been 
comforted indeed to see that Paul and 
Silas were free again, and to hear about 
the conversion of the jailer and his 
family. After that, the evangelistic 
Party left the city. 

Lydia is not mentioned again in the 
Bible, but Paul’s Epistle to the Philip- 
Pian church contains warm references 
to the believers there. He thanks God 
upon every remembrance of them, prays 
for them with joy, and appreciates their 
fellowship in the Gospel from the first 
day they were saved. He calls them 
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his “dearly beloved” brethren, his “joy 
and crown,” and he praises them for 
their generous gifts to him. They were 
the only church in Macedonia that sent 
money to him. No doubt godly, wealthy 
Lydia had a hand in that. 

Although there are only a few verses 
about Lydia in Scripture, we should re- 
member her. She was the first Euro- 
pean convert, and could have been an 
ancestor of ours. She was a wealthy 
woman with an open heart, an open 
home, and an open purse. A Christian 
such as Lydia is much happier than a 
selfish one, is a greater blessing to 
others, and will be rewarded in Heaven. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 629) 
1, It was a Roman colony, and its 
citizens enjoyed Roman citizenship. 
2. By a riverside. ’ 
3. Lydia. 
4. She was a seller of purple. 
5. She was baptized. 
6. She opened her home to the serv- 
ants of Christ. 
7. A demonized slave-girl. 
8. Lydia’s and the jailer’s. 
9. Probably to protect the Christian 
company against unnecessary suspicion. 
10. Luke. 
NorTH PALM BEACH, FLA. 





The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department gy Ay had upon request from 
the Editors, e¢ Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1961 
Pie | be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Worth Saving.—But as many as re- 

ceived him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God (John 1:12, 
Golden Text). In 1885 C. T. Studd and 
his wife left the comforts of England 
and went to China to invest their lives 
in the service of the Lord. One day a 
Chinese man listened to Studd’s ser- 
mon titled: “He is able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by 
him...” (Heb. 7:25). After the sermon 
he went up to Studd and shook his 
finger at him. “You have been talking 
nonsense!” he scolded. “I am a mur- 
derer, an adulterer. ... I have broken 
all the laws of God and man again and 
again. I am also addicted to opium. 
Your God cannot save me!” But God 
did save that man. “I must return to 
my village and tell the good tidings!” 
he said. Large crowds gathered to hear 
the transformed sinner speak. But the 
magistrates seized him in anger and 
beat his back with bamboo switches 





until the blood soaked his clothes, and 
stained the ground. As soon as he was 
able to sit up. he insisted on returning 
to his people to preach the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ. Of this man, C. T. Studd 
said simply: “Such men are. worth 
saving.”—From Evangelical Christian. 
Sent by Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


A Vital Ministry—Where prayer was 
wont to be made (Acts 16:13): There 
may be differences of opinion about 
whether women should preach, but 
there is certainly no suggestion of pro- 
hibition against their praying. Only the 
opening of the Books will reveal what 
the church owes to praying women, 
who not only have prayed in secret, but 
have gathered in their groups—generally 
small—to engage in this effective and 
holy ministry. We think of the two 
women who startled D. L. Moody by 
telling him that they were praying for 
him, that he might receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit in his ministry, and 
whose prayers were abundantly an- 
swered; or the two elderly women who 
kept covenant to pray for revival in the 
Hebrides of Scotland, and who saw the 
fruit of their travail in the most spon- 
taneous revival since the great awaken- 
ing in Wales. Here a women’s prayer 
meeting was the springboard of the 
Gospel for all Europe.—From The Sun- 
day School Times. Sent by Mrs. 
Clarence Jones, Otego, N. Y. Prize illus- 
tration. 


None Withheld.—A certain woman... 
whose heart the Lord opened (Acts 16: 
14). Frances Ridley Havergal wrote 
her famous consecration hymn, “Take 
My Life and Let It Be,” in 1874, but it 
was not until 1878 that the lines were 
put into print. When she read the sec- 
ond stanza in print—“Take my silver and 
my gold, not a mite would I withhold,” 
she was suddenly convicted of her own 
failure to-do just that. She had an 
amazing collection of exquisite jewelry, 
most of which came by gift or inherit- 
ance—among them an unusually fine 
jewel cabinet. Immediately she packed 
the jewel box full (except for half a 
dozen pieces which were special me- 
morials of her parents and relatives) 
and sent it to her church missionary 
society. Then, just to be sure, she in- 
cluded a check to cover the monetary 
value of the jewels she had chosen to 
keep. “I don’t think I need tell you I 
have never packed a box with such 
pleasure,” she exclaimed—From The 
Sermon Builder. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Rhos-on-Sea, Colwyn Bay, N. Wales, 
Eng. 


Christian Hospitality—Come into my 
house, and abide there (Acts 16:15). A 
widow whose resources have been se- 
verely limited of recent years owns a 
little cottage in Florida: And more than 
forty persons—missionaries and other 
friends—have shared the healing hos- 
pitality of that humble place. “She 
hath done what she could.” Simply, 
naturally, just because she is that sort 
of Christian, this saint has used her 
home as a talent for the service of the 
Lord she loves. They say the fine art 
of hospitality is declining in the world. 
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NOW! Lifetime Hospitalizati 
PAYS $100 WEEKLY from FIRST DAY folk 


NO WAITING PERIODS - 


TO THE ONE AMERICAN in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week in cash, from 
your first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 


If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents and 
hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our nation’s 
#3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart disease 
and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance to infection 
and are naturally sick more often and sick longer than those who 
do not drink. Yet their insurance ... UNTIL NOW ... . cost the same 
as yours. NOW with the Gold Star Plan, your rates are based on 
the SUPERIOR HEALTH RECORDS of Non-Drinkers! Why 
should you help pay for the hospitalization of those who ruin their 
health by drink? Gold Star rewards you instead of penalizing you 
for not drinking! 


Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most modern 
type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low rate because 
of the Gold Star Policy which is offered only to non-drinkers. With 
this policy, you receive $100 a week in cash, from the first day 
and as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid you 
in cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills . . . any- 
thing you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the company 
no matter how long you remain in the hospital or how often you 
are sick. And the present low rate on your policy can never be 
raised simply because you get old, or have too many claims, but 
only in the event of a general rate adjustment up or down for all 
policyholders! 


Christian Leaders Say: 


DR. HYMAN APPELMAN, International Evangelist: 
“God was gracious enough to use me to lead Arthur 
DeMoss to the Lord Jesus Christ. I have known him inti- 
mately. He is 100% trustworthy. He knows insurance 
backwards and forwards. When he O.K.’s a thing like the 
Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Plan, it is to be taken at full 
face value. Without any sort of reservation, I recommend 
it to everybody.” 


JEROME HINES, leading bass with the Metropolitan 
Opera Company: 

“T have long been associated with Art DeMoss in Chris- 
tian work. I know few people with his driving and sincere 
desire to promote the gospel of Christ in every way. And 
now it is a pleasure to be able to recommend this most 
excellent insurance plan for non-drinkers.” 


DR. JOHN R. RICE, nationally-known evangelist: 

“It has been my great joy to know Arthur DeMoss of 
DeMoss Associates for almost nine years. He helped set 
up my revival campaign in Albany, New York, did personal 
work in the campaign. I found him to be a very successful 
insurance man, a trusted and devoted Christian leader in 
his home city. Since that time, we have often had fellow- 
ship. He gives much time to actual evangelism, Gospel 
preaching, and God has greatly used him in soul-winning.”’ 


DR. LOUIS T. TALBOT, Chancellor, Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles: 

“TI am happy unreservedly to commend this unusual insur- 
ance coverage. I secured it for myself as soon as I learned 
of its unique provisions, superior to any otherwise avail- 
able. I have unbounded confidence in the integrity and 
consecrated business ability of my good friend Arthur 
DeMoss with whom I have had happy association for a 
number of years.” 


ONLY YOU 


One out of every seven people will spend some time in fk 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the hospiti 
. .. 32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows whose turn wil 
be next, whether yours or mine. But we do know that a fall 
the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, or some sudden illnes, 
or operation could put you in the hospital for weeks or month 
and could cost thousands of dollars. be 

How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with costly 
doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many folks low 
their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk hopelessly in debt 
for the rest of their lives. We surely hope this won’t happen to 
but please don’t gamble! Remember, once the doctor tells yous 
your turn to enter the hospital, it’s too late to buy coverage a 
any price. 


THE GOLD STAR PLAN MAKES IT EASY 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization 
you would receive $100 per week in cash, as long as you 
in the hospital. If your hospital stay is less than one week, you 
still collect at the rate of $14.29 per day. Even if you area# 
ready covered by another policy, the Gold Star Plan will suppl 
ment that coverage, and will pay you directly, in addition ® 
your present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month 
for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. 
For each child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s protec 
tion. And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the premium’ 
only $6 a month. 


And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital 
Plan, there is no limit on how long you can stay in the 
no limit on the number of times you can collect (and te 
Company can never cancel your policy), and no limit on age! 
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Money-Back Guarantee 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will call. 
In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your friends or some trusted advisor. Make sure it 
provides exactly what we've told you it does. Then, if for any 
reason whatsoever you are not fully satisfied, just mail your 
policy back within ten days, and we’ll cheerfully refund your 
entire premium by return mail, with no questions asked. So, 
you see, you have everything to gain and nothing to lose. 
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Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


THIS PLAN OFFERED EXCLUSIVELY BY 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, Inc. 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 
And AFFILIATES 


“Special Protection for Special People” 
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overage for Non-Drinkers ONLY !! 
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Read What a Blessing This 
Protection Has Been to Others: 


W. §. Power, Laurens, South Carolina: “Thank you for being 

© prompt on payment of claim.” 

Mrs. Edra Walker, Paintsville, Kentucky: “I was in the hospital 

even days. Was home three weeks. Without my check from 
I could never have paid my bills. Thank you so very much. 
is the best insurance policy I could ever have. Thank you 


it 


E. Ohrn, Jacksonville, Illinois: ‘““Words cannot express my 
reciation to DeMoss Associates for the wonderful way 
my recent claim was handled. Truly, I felt I had re- 
a check direct from the Bank of Heaven when my payment 
through. Metaphorically speaking it was so, use the 
Star Plan had its origin in the hearts of men who had been 
by the love of God. I had no idea when I was filling 
application form that I would: be hospitalized within 
months. This was indeed another manifestation of God’s 
care in directing me to the advertisement in TOGETHER 
. You have no idea how happy I am to be numbered 

Christians who make up the Gold Star 
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crates 


Florence Cooper, Union City, Pennsylvania: ‘We wish to say 
that we certainly appreciate your wonderful service in our 
behalf. It is such a joy and privilege to do business with Chris- 
tian people. The check we received met a need which we cer- 
tainly thank you for.” 

J, T. Roach, Valley Falls, Kansas: “I am writing you to tell 
you I received your check, and I thank you very much. I am 
very pleased with your service and can recommend your com- 
pany to anyone.” 

Mr, R. Frank Colburn, Lakeland, Florida: ‘I want to thank you 
for the check and the Christian attitude expressed by your 
company in handling my claim. It gives me great satisfaction to 
ne with such a company as the Gold Star Family 


CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: 


renewable. @ Immediate coverage! Full 
can cancel) benefits into effect noon 
of the your policy is 
issued. 


@ No limit on the number of 
times you can collect. 


hospital for only a day 
two, or for many weeks, 
months, or even years! 


@ No policy fees or enroll- 
ment fees! 


@ Ten-day unconditional 
money-back guarantee! 


ONLY CONDITIONS NOT COVERED 


‘ 


aa 


HERE’S ALL YOU DO:* 


ab Fill out application at right. 

0 Enclose in an envelope with 
your first payment. 

1a] Mail to DeMoss Associates, Inc. 
Valley Forge, Pa. 


YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY | 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. é 





NO SALESMEN 


ADDITIONAL GOLD STAR BENEFITS 


Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 


Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot or sight of one eye. 
Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both hands, both feet and sight of both 
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eyes. 


RUSH COUPON NOW! 


TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 


Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy 


My name is 
Street or RD # 
City 
Date of Birth: Month 
My occupation is 


My beneficiary is ; 
| also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 
OF AGE 








State 
Day: 





Year 











Have you or amy member above listed been disabled by either accident or illness of have you 
or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 
operation in the last five years? Yes C) No (} 

If so, give @etails stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 











| hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and I 
hereby apply to The Gold Star Total Abstainers Hospitalization Policy for a policy based on 
the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions originating prior to the 
date of insurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the written 


answers to the foregoing questions. 
Date: 
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THE GOLD STAR PLAN 
is underwritten by the fol- 
lowing leading companies 
(depending upon your 
State of residence): 
GUARANTEE TRUST LIFE 
INSURANCE COMPANY 
Chicago, Illinois 

















WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH 
& ACCIDENT INS. CO. 


OF 
King of Prussia, Pa. 


MAIL THIS 
wigrSat:) DE MOSS ASSOCIATES, INC. PENA, 
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‘*Character Before Career’’ 


Aceredited college preparation 
for boys. Distinctive Christian 
training. Grades eight to college 
entrance. Boys from sixteen states 
and sixteen foreign countries. 
Full athletic program. 70-acre 
campus, accessible by car or train. 
Fortieth year. 


For a catalogue, write the headmaster, 


Dr. Frank E. Gaebelein 
Box 30 Stony Brook, Long Island, N.Y. 




























PEWS. PULPIT 2 CHANCEL 
FURNITURE 


¥ WRITE. FOR Fi'ee CATALOG 
AND LOW DIRECT PRICES 


J.P REDINGTON & CO. 
DEPT. 102, SCRANTON 2, PA. 





But so long as clear Bible teachings are 
accepted, Christians will continue to 
open their homes to guests, expecting 
another to grace their table—From 
William T. Ellis. Sent by the Rev. W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa. 


Strong Company.—And when they 
had seen the brethren, they comforted 
them (Acts 16:40). In the Spanish- 
American War, a young boy going into 
battle was so frightened that he threw 
himself on the ground, crying. Some of 
the other soldiers kicked him, swore at 
him, abused him, but General Chaffee 
came along. He knew what the boy 
needed. Asking the boy what was the 
matter, he said, “I’m scared.” The gen- 
eral encouraged him to get up and take 
his gun again and begin to fire toward 
the enemy. He said, “I’ll stand right by 
you here. They are more likely to hit 
me than you, because I’m larger, but I 
believe there is a soldier buttoned up 
in your jacket, and I want to see that 
soldier come out and be a real soldier.” 
This encouraged the lad, and he began 
to fire. His fear left him, and bravery 
came. When the battle closed, he was 
still chasing the enemy, firing with one 
hand. His left arm had been put out of 
commission by a bullet—From My 
Message to Sunday School Workers, by 
Marion Lawrance. Sent by J. B. Dengis, 
Hamilton, Ont., Can. 







































paper. Painting of Luke on cover. 
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CLASS RECORD BOOK. Attractive, compact attendance record for 24 
members. Space provided for name, address, phone number and age of 
each person. Pleasing blue and gold cover with best quality white record 


Ne. U7458........ 42 x 8 inches........ 


SECRETARY'S RECORD BOOK. This complete Sunday School record 
book contains so many new features. Ample space for full year atten- 
dance records by month for 24 classes plus quarterly and annual sum- 
maries. Calendar year; Helpful Hints for program planning; Staff Roster; 
Supplies record and Minutes of Meetings. Best quality white paper, 
colored cover stock featuring the inspiring painting of “Luke the Writer.” 


No. U7465........ Fe SR MGs on.0b 66 0c'cnscatscee wheel 75¢ each. | 


STRENGTHEN 
YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL 


Instill that warm glow of accomplishment in the 
children and youth of your Sunday School. Pre- 
sent these beautiful, full-color, Bible centered 
enrollment and promotion certificates to them as 
they progress in knowledge of Christ and His 
teachings. Certificates are available for each age 
group. Document style folders of heavy parch- 
ment stock are folded to 7 x 55% inches. Complete 
with fine quality white envelopes....... 6¢ each. 








CHOIR SERVICE EMBLEMS 


|} Show your appreciation for the loyalty and hard work of 
| the members of your Choir with these “Christian Witness” 
emblems. Singers will proudly wear these gold-filled me- 
dallions. Beautiful book medallion complete with lyre em- 
blem and the word “Choir” and attached chain with cross. 
Both medallion and cross have individual pin fasteners. 
No. V6320... 
No. V6120... 


"| CHOIR MEMBERSHIP CERTIFICATES: Beautiful four-color 
)| membership certificates designed as an expression of ap- 
"| preciation for services rendered. With envelopes. 

m No. U2120.... 

No. U2121.... 


PU ME BOOS i 6c vevideKedvine sees 75¢ each, 
POO MN ine te ep Oes cecneidceses® 35¢ each. 


SEE nic ctvins osx k ae hae seeee Only 6¢ each, 
Children’s & Youth Choir......... Only 6¢ each. 


See our complete line of Sunday School and Church supplies 
at your Religious Supplies Store 
WARNER PRESS 


San Jose 6, Calif. 
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For Junior Teachers 


By Ruth E. Dow 


At Home in Lydia’s House 
(Acts 16:11-15) 

AVE you ever gone to church or 

Sunday school outdoors? (Per- 
haps the location is such that the class 
can meet outdoors today.) How would 
you have felt if Silas and Paul were to 
come along and sit down with you? 
They did once at an outdoor gathering. 
Find the city in your Bible and on a 
map (Acts 16:12). Where was the out- 
door meeting? (v. 13.) Can you imag- 
ine the spot? What kind of meeting 
was it? Who was there? A women’s 
prayer meeting. Although their hus- 
bands perhaps did not pray, these few 
women were faithful to meet for wor- 
ship and prayer. If you are the only 
one in your family who goes to church, 
are you that faithful? 

Along with Silas and Paul came two 
other men: Luke who wrote up the 
story, and young Timothy—you will get 
acquainted with him next Sunday. 
They had a story of good news to tell— 
a story the women had never heard— 
about the Son of God who came to 
earth, was crucified for sins, came to 
life, and went back to Heaven—the One 
the Bible had said would come. 

Look at one of the women, named 
Lydia, who “worshipped God.” Her eyes 
are glued on Paul as he speaks. She 
drinks in every word. Not “in one ear 
and out the other.” No, indeed. See 
how Luke describes her: “whose heart 
the Lord opened, that she attended unto 
the things which were spoken of Paul” 
(v. 14). Yes, she paid attention when 
the Bible was explained and there was 
a chance to learn about the Lord Jesus. 
How about you? 

And what do you think happened 
when she listened so carefully? She 
believed. Read the first part of verse 
15. Though you have heard about the 
Lord Jesus for so long, has this hap- 
pened to you? Sometimes even a child 
can bring his family. Last night this 
writer saw an older sister and her par- 
ents baptized from a family where 4 
boy your age was saved and baptized 
a short time ago. In the same baptis- 
mal service was a family of seven: 
father, mother, four daughters, and 
young son—and that was not all of that 
family. 

Now that Lydia was a Christian, what 
did she use for the Lord? (v. 15.) “Her 
home—to entertain God’s missionaries. 
Four more men to feed. But she in- 
sisted—“constrained” them to come, 
“Whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do 
all in the name of the Lord Jesus” (Col. 
3:17, Memory Verse). Lydia was 4 
busy woman. She ran a business of 
her own, selling purple cloth. Probably 
other women worked for her and with 
her. Would she use her tongue to tell 
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NEW PRIMARY COURSE 





BY DAVID C. COOK 





GIVES YOU 





all key steps 
to successful 


teaching 


e EVERY LESSON ORGANIZED IN A PRACTICAL WAY TO GIVE 
THE TEACHER MORE HELP AND AUTHORITATIVE GUIDANCE 


e EVERY LESSON DESIGNED TO HELP PRIMARIES LEARN AND 


LIVE BIBLE TRUTHS 


If you’ve ever felt that your present Sunday School lessons 
lack the kind of organization and teaching help you need 
...or if you find the course you’re now using falls short of 
providing the right kind of Bible background for your 
pupils, then you’ll want to see this all new course by 
David C. Cook. 

Everything about the course is new, from the organiza- 
tion plan and curriculum to the lesson materials. And every 
new idea, every new technique has been pretested under 
actual classroom conditions to insure its effectiveness. In- 


deed, every feature in the course is planned to help make . 


teaching more successful, make Bible study truly meaning- 
ful for your Primaries. And one of the most important fea- 
tures of the course is the Six-Step Teaching Plan. 


1 How to simplify lesson planning. A wealth of ideas, infor- 
mation and background for the lesson, including optional 
materials for longer sessions. Bible background is supplied, 
facts about Bible characters, maps, and ideas to highlight 
both the Bible story and its life application. 


e How to gain greater pupil interest. Lesson-correlated 
ideas to help teachers greet pupils in a meaningful way, 
and to get them into a receptive frame of mind for the 
day’s Bible teaching. 


3 How to make worship more meaningful. Unique ways to 


introduce worship. New lesson-correlated songs, prayers to 
use, ways to explain the reasons we worship. 


4 How to make the Bible story live. Tips for getting in- 


terest and attention, developing the story, step-by-step so 
your Primaries are sure to understand and respond to it. 
Questions and comments to help make clear the lesson 
points. How to use new Teaching Pictures. 


5 How to clinch Bible truths through lesson-correlated 


activities. Learning by doing, through new handwork proj- 
ects in “Color ’n Do Stories,” memorizing with a plan, 
optional handwork for extra sessions, how to make the best 
use of the take-home paper. 


6 How to evaluate yourself as a teacher. Ways to review 


results after the lesson. Ideas and Scripture references for 
encouragement and rededication. 

These six steps are just a part of this all-new Primary 
Course. You’ll also be interested in the unique new expand- 
ing-year curriculum, new “Parallel Grading,” vocabulary- 
controlled Bible stories, original songs, graded handwork, 
and through-the-week home-learning plan. Everything 
you’ll want to know is contained in the Primary Lesson 
Evaluation Portfolio, along with samples of each publica- 
tion. Just send the coupon below, or see your local Christian 
book store, 
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about the Lord? And more would be- 
come Christians. “But as many as re- 
ceived him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons [and daughters] of 
God” (John 1:12, Golden Text). There 
were men in the first church in Philippi, 
too. Find Luke’s word in Acts 16:40. 
Remember how the jailer was saved? 
I think that first church may often have 
met in Lydia’s home as well as out 
beside the river (vv. 16, 40). 

You have a heart. You cannot see or 
feel a door there. It is only a picture 
word. Has the Spirit of God been 
working to open your heart, as He did 
Lydia’s? Listen to what the Lord Jesus 
Himself says: “Behold, I stand at the 
door, and knock: if any man [woman, 
boy, girl] hear my voice, and open the 
door, I will come in to him, and will 
sup with him, and he with me” (Rev. 
3:20). Are your ears and heart really 
listening? (Use an artist’s conception 
of Christ knocking at the door. Or give 
each pupil a print of the picture with a 
personal word of exhortation. Or cut a 
Swinging door in a large heart of card- 
board, and place a figure of Christ out- 
side.) Let us have a prayer meeting 
now, and ask the Lord to come in. 


Orono, MAINE. 





The Young People’s Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, August 27 
4. Musing on Amusements 
(Rom. 13:11-14) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HIS fourth and final topic designed 

to bring us “Counsel for Conduct” 
directs our thinking to an appraisal of 
the amusements in which we indulge. 
The derivation of the word “amuse” is 
interesting. As we generally use the 
word we mean “to entertain” or “to di- 
vert.” It comes from an Old French 
term which meant “to cause to muse, or 
waste time.” An obsolete meaning was 
“to engage the attention of; also, to be- 
wilder.” An archaic meaning was, “to 
divert the attention in order to deceive, 
to beguile, delude.” If we look closely, 
perhaps we can see evidences of some 
of these older meanings in our modern 
amusements. 

Someone has rather facetiously re- 
marked that the prefix “a” in our lan- 
guage often means “no” or “not.” 
“Muse” generally means “to meditate” 
or “to think.” Therefore “amuse” sug- 
gests “not think.” It is not impossible 
that some of our popular amusements of 
the day are producing “not thinkers”— 
mere watchers rather than participants. 
No skill or thought is demanded of mere 
watchers. 
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For example, do you and others of 
your group find it easier and more com- 
fortable to watch television, or the 
movies, or sports, or listen to the radio 
or hi-fi, than to plan and engage in ac- 
tivities that require real thinking and 
skill and execution? Now let us not 
jump to the conclusion that we must all 
be “brains,” or athletes. 


There is a place for enjoyment of en- 
tertainment of the right kind. But 
when we surrender completely the priv- 
ilege of participation in our recreations, 
and sink back, expecting always to be 
amused by others, we become weak, 
and prone to demand more and more 
vicarious “thrills” to satisfy our appetite 
for amusement. Witness the increasing 
rash of horror tales and gun battles and 
crime stories on television and radio 
and in pulp magazines. 


What we fail to realize, when we be- 
come satisfied merely to be amused, is 
that we open the door to all sorts of 
temptation and are likely to find diver- 
sion in situations that are unprofitable 
for the follower of Christ. The Chris- 
tian is warned that “as he thinketh in 
his heart, so is he” (Prov. 23:7). There- 
fore he is to occupy his thoughts and 
give his attention to good things. 
“Whatsoever things are true, whatso- 
ever things are honest, whatsoever 
things are just, whatsoever things are 
pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report, 
if there be any virture, and if there 
be any praise, think on these things” 
(Phil. 4:8). We are to control our 
thoughts, not be merely a screen upon 
which is flashed whatever of good 
or evil others may choose for us. Our 
amusements are to be chosen, therefore, 
for their contribution to our spiritual 
well-being as well as for our physical 
and mental improvement. Our desires 
and affections are to be fixed on things 
above, not on the fleeting and doubtful 
pleasures of this world, which cares 
nothing for our Lord (Col. 3:1-5). 


This topic should not be dismissed 
without some sober thoughts about the 
increasing tendency among young peo- 
ple, even nominal Christians, to find 
“amusement” in the misuse of those 
marvelous and sacred desires that God 
has implanted in young men and young 
women that lead to marriage and the 
reproduction of life. As Christian 
young people we cannot afford to dis- 
honor these bodies of ours, for they 
have been bought with a price, even 
the blood of the Lord Jesus (1 Cor. 6: 
18-20). 


Even the so-called harmless practice 
of petting and caressing between those 
who are not married or engaged to be 
married has no place in the life of a 
sincere Christian. The threadbare ex- 
cuse that one cannot be popular or have 
friends unless he or she pets has long 
been exploded. One does not choose or 
purchase in a store a shopworn gar- 
ment. The finest type of Christian 
young man or young woman does not 
choose for a life partner one who has 
been “pawed over” by every date. 


MILivitte, DEL. 








Champion of the Bible 
(Continued from page 625) 


The petition met with Henry’s favor, 
and he authorized Miles Coverdale to 
translate and print a Bible that ap- 
peared in 1535. On the frontispiece 
Henry VIII was depicted as handing 
the Bible down to Cranmer and Crom- 
well, who in turn distributed it to the 


people amid their shouts of “Vivat 
Rex!” and “God save the King!” 
Cranmer learned after Tyndale’s 


death that he had given his manuscripts 
to John Rogers. Rogers used Cover- 
dale’s translation of books in the Old 
Testament that Tyndale had not com- 
pleted, and with the help of Tyndale’s 
work, printed a Bible which bore the 
pen name of Thomas Matthew as the 
translator. 

Cranmer secured a copy and, after 
reading excerpts from it, wrote to Crom- 
well, saying, “I pray you, my Lord, that 
you will exhibit this book unto the 
King’s Highness, and to obtain of his 
Grace, if you can, a license that the 
same may be sold and read of every 
person ... until such time that we the 
Bishops shall set forth a better trans- 
lation, which I think will not be till a 
day after dooms day.” 

In a short time Cromwell wrote in 
reply, “I have obtained of his Grace 
that the same shall be allowed by his 
authority to be bought and read within 
this realm.” Cranmer had _ worked 
through Cromwell, but he could be sure 
the ax would fall on him if the king 
learned his backing had been secured 
for the despised Tyndale’s translation. 

So the Bible had free course in Eng- 
land till 1540 when Cromwell lost his 
head due to a revolution caused by the 


.Roman Catholics over his wholesale de- 


struction of images and_ religious 
shrines. During this counterreforma- 
tion, which continued till 1547, King 
Henry VIII was forced to reverse Crom- 
well’s policy. Although it seemed that 
Bible translation work was through, 
Cranmer’s caution still kept him in the 
king’s good graces. 

During this time some men whose 
names appeared on the title page as 
having overseen several editions of the 
Great Bible which came out in 1539 
said that “they had never meddled 
therewith!” Cranmer had written the 
preface for several editions but, to his 
credit, did not deny his part in it. Still 
in favor with Henry VIII in 1547, Cran- 
mer was with him when he died. 

By the will of Henry VIII Cranmer 
was appointed to a council of sixteen 
regents to rule England, since King 
Edward VI who succeeded Henry was 
but a child. So Cranmer was still in a 
position of authority. The Bible came 
back, as did exiles from the Continent 
to meet the welcome of their new ruler 
and Cranmer. 

However, Edward reigned only six 
years. On his deathbed he asked Cran- 
mer to promise that he would sign @ 
“device” to make Lady Jane Grey 
Queen of England. Accustomed to be 
in agreement with his sovereign, Cran- 
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mer complied although this was con- 
trary to his pledge to Henry VIII that 
Mary Tudor would succeed to the 
throne in the event Edward died. 

During Lady Jane Grey’s nine-day 
reign, everyone who had agreed to 
make her queen deserted her except 
Cranmer. The Archbishop’s customary 
caution had somehow deserted him. 
When Mary Tudor took control in 1553, 
he was summoned before the council, 
most of whom had signed the same 
“device,” and was reprimanded and con- 
fined to his palace at Lambeth till the 
queen’s pleasure was made known. 

Cranmer rejected the advice of 
friends to flee to the Continent. When 
he heard that the celebration of mass 
had been re-established at Canterbury, 
he wrote a strongly worded protest. 
Immediately he was taken and confined 
in the Tower of London. 

Since Queen Mary was a Roman 
Catholic, she reserved Cranmer for 
treatment as a heretic by church au- 
thorities. A papal commission tried 
him in September, 1555. They made a 
report to Rome where Cranmer was 
summoned but not permitted to attend. 
He was excommunicated, and on Feb- 
ruary 14, 1556, a commission from Rome 
degraded him from his office of arch- 
bishop in humiliating ceremonies in 
Christ Church, Oxford. Then they 
turned him over to civil authorities. 

About the same time Cranmer re- 
ceived a promise of leniency if he 
would sign a recantation. Caution re- 
turned. Like all Anglicans in the six- 
teenth century, he thought that the 
State had the absolute right to deter- 
mine and impose upon every English- 
man a national faith. To him, the 
Church and State were one. Perhaps 
this and a following recantation were 
but bowing to the national will. How- 
ever, before Cranmer paid with his life 
for his alleged heresies, he had time to 
think. 

He was very familiar with the Scrip- 
tures. He knew that Christ had said, 
“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but 
my words shall not pass away.” Mary 
Tudor had done away with the Scrip- 
tures. The cause he had cautiously 
championed for years was lost. The 
State could not be right! 

When he reached this conclusion, he 
remembered the verses: “If thy hand 
offend thee, cut it off’ and “whoso 
confesseth and forsaketh them [his 
sins] shall have mercy.” He cast cau- 
tion to the winds but said ngthing to his 
captors. 

Finally, on March 21, 1556, they 
brought ‘him into St. Mary’s Church to 
listen to a declaration of his faults and 
heresies. The great throng of dignitar- 
les and others were expecting him to 
Confess the justice of his sentence and 
submit in silence or implore mercy. 
They felt that this scene could effec- 
sig discredit the Reformation in Eng- 


It is reported that Cranmer said, to 
the surprise of all, “What I have re- 
cently done has troubled me more than 
anything I ever did or said in my 
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whole life. The fear of death has 
caused me to belie my conscience. I 
renounce and refuse all my recantations 
as things signed by this hand, contrary 
to the truth which I believe in my heart. 
As this hand has offended, so shall it 
first be burned when I come to the 
fire.” 

With those calm, emphatic words he 
literally ran to the stake, his guardians 
running after him. They tied him and 
lit the fire while Cranmer kept his right 
hand extended to be first consumed by 
the flames. He exclaimed from time to 
time as the flames leaped higher, “This 
hand has offended; oh, this unworthy 
hand!” 

John Richard Green, the English his- 
torian, wrote, “Protestants fixed, in spite 
of his recantations, on the martyrdom 
of Cranmer as the death-blow to Ca- 
tholicism in England . . . The sad pathos 
of the Primate’s humiliation and re- 
pentance struck chords of sympathy 
and pity in the hearts of all.” And 
when a man in his last earthly hour 
publicly deserts caution for truth, he 
lays claim to the admiration and re- 
spect of us all. 


CHAMBERSBURG, PA. 
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Let the Song Triumphant Ring 
By E. Margaret Clarkson 


ET the song triumphant ring, 
Jesus Christ is Lord and King! 
Heart and voice with joy upraise, 
Sound the great Redeemer’s praise! 
Onward let the tidings roll, 
Spread His worth from pole to pole; 


* Tell abroad Messiah’s fame, 


Sing the power of Jesus’ name. 
Let the song triumphant ring, 
Jesus Christ is Lord and King! 


He has bought us by His blood, 

He has ransomed us to God; 

All our debt by Him was paid; 

By His Cross our peace is made. 

Now within the Heavens He stands, 
Wears our surety in His hands; 

There before th’ eternal Throne 

Lives in power for all His own. 

Let the song triumphant ring, 

Jesus Christ is Lord and King! 


Sing, ye angel hosts above, 

Praise the God of truth and love; 
Sing, ye saints who see His face, 
Praise the God of sovereign grace; 
Sing, ye pilgrims here below, 

Let your lives His triumph show; 
Sing, ye heavens, rejoice, O earth, 
Join to praise the Saviour’s worth. 
Let the song triumphant ring, 
Jesus Christ is Lord and King! 


we 


Open your soul, with all simplicity, to 
every lesson which the Word of God 
would teach you; and guard against 
those things which you perceive to 
alienate your mind from inward reli- 
gion, though there be nothing criminal 
in the things themselves.—Philip Dod- 
dridge. 
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Christ, Interpreter of the Old Testament 


By Charles De Santo, Ph.D. 


Assistant Professor of Bible and Religion 
Maryville College, Maryville, Tenn. 


ANY Old Testament scholars deny 

that there are any references to 

a personal Messiah in the Old 
Testament. They see Messianism, i.e., 
reference to a Messianic Age, in the Old 
Testament, but no personal Messiah. 
The Lord Jesus Christ, however, ap- 
plied Isaiah 61 to Himself. He taught 
that the Old Testament did predict the 
coming of a suffering Messiah, and He 
interpreted His mission as a fulfillment 


of that prophecy (Luke 4:16-21; 24:25- : 


27, 44, 45). Those who say there is no 
personal Messiah in the Old Testament 
are using a strictly historical approach. 

The question is this: Is the purely 
historical interpretation of the Old Tes- 
tament our only guide as we seek to 
understand its witness to the Messiah, 
Jesus Christ? If we say, Yes, then the 
New Testament writers were incorrect 
in their application of much of the 
Pentateuch, Psalms, and the Prophets 
to:@hrist, whom they present as the 
fulfillment of the Messianic hope. If 
we say, No, then there must be an- 
other factor to be considered in Old 
Testament interpretation as it applies 
to Jesus Christ. 

The key to Old Testament interpre- 
tation is Jesus Christ Himself. Christ 
must not be fenced in by, nor must His 
application of the Old Testamént be 
restricted to a purely historical ap- 
proach. He was not restricted by tra- 
ditional Old Testament interpretation 
(see Matt. 5-7; 22: 41-46). 

Jesus was the divine Son of God, who 
did not derive His authority from the 
tradition of the Jewish elders. His 
authority rested within Himself, for He 
was God incarnate. As God’s anointed 
servant, He had His own understanding 
of His Messianic mission. The fact that 
He was not understood by “orthodox” 
Judaism and was largely misunderstood 
by His own disciples (before the Resur- 
rection and the descent of the Holy 
Spirit), indicates how different His in- 
terpretation of the Old Testament was 
from that of His own day. 

For the Christian, Christ’s interpre- 
tation of the Old Testament is the au- 
thoritative one. But how can we know 
His interpretation? We get a clue in 
the Gospel of Luke, 24:25, 26, 44-49. 
Luke tells us that the risen Christ be- 
gan at “Moses and all the prophets” to 
interpret to His disciples “in all the 
scriptures the things concerning him- 
self” (24:27). Christ “opened ... the 
scriptures” to the two on the way to 
Emmaus (24:32). Now they understood 
the Old Testament, for they were per- 
mitted to see it through the eyes of 
Christ. Later, Christ appeared to the 
eleven disciples in Jerusalem, to whom 
the two from Emmaus had come, and 
He said to them all: “These are the 
words which I spake unto you, while 
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I was yet with you, that all things must 
be fulfilled, which were written in the 
law of Moses, and in the prophets, and 
in the psalms, concerning me. Then 
opened he their understanding, that 
they might understand the scriptures, 
and said unto them, Thus it is written, 
and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third 
day: and that repentance and remis- 
sion of sins should be preached in his 
name among all nations, beginning at 
Jerusalem” (Luke 24: 44-47, italics mine). 
Certainly it is not too much to assume 
that Christ spent time after the Resur- 
rection instructing His disciples in prin- 
ciples of interpretation, and that the 
disciples continued this method of Old 
Testament interpretation, which Christ 
imparted to them. 

In the Gospel of John Jesus said that 
one of the functions of the Holy Spirit, 
whom He and the Father would send 
upon the believers after His ascension, 
was to interpret His teachings to His 
disciples (John 14:26; 15:26, 27; 16:13- 
15; cf. 2:17, 22; 12:16; and Luke 24:8). 

But some will object and say that the 
disciples and the New Testament au- 
thors were not true to the Old Testa- 
ment, whose writers, it might be argued, 
addressed their message to their day 
and not to ours. Jesus understood 
otherwise. He saw a personal Mes- 
sianic reference in the Old Testament 
and not general Messianism. 

The witness of Philip to the Ethiopian 
eunuch illustrates how the early church 
used the Old Testament as a prophecy 
to a personal Messiah who was under- 
stood to be Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
(Acts 8:26-39). The eunuch confessed 
to Philip that he did not understand 
the Isaiah scroll from which he was 
reading, nor could he, unless someone 
guided him. Probably it was at Jeru- 


salem that this inquirer had been di- - 


rected to this great Messianic prophecy. 
The eunuch asked Philip of whom 
Isaiah was speaking. Philip began im- 
mediately to proclaim the Good News 
to him about Jesus from Isaiah 53. We 


can safely assume from the above that - 


Philip and the early church saw a per- 
sonal Messianic reference in Isaiah. The 
early church, therefore, used a method 
of Old Testament interpretation that 
was more than historical. 

The Apostle Peter tells us that the 
prophets spoke concerning the coming 
of a suffering Messiah, whom they 
themselves were not permitted to see 
(1 Pet. 1:10-12). From the way in 
which the Old Testament is interpreted 
by Peter and the other New Testament 
writers, we believe that the Old Testa- 
ment writers were interested in more 
than their immediate historical situ- 
ation. Although much that they wrote 
was applicable to their own day and 








to the nation of Israel, the Old Testa- 
ment writers were looking forward to 
the coming of the Messiah who in’ 
Christ has been revealed to the Church, 

We believe that the Holy Spirit was 
active in the full illumination of the 
Old Testament through Christ to the 
Church. God’s Spirit guided the early 
church to continue the principles of 
interpretation taught by Christ. In our 
day we might do well to add a tre. 
mendous plus sign to the historical ap- 
proach to the Scriptures. That plus 
factor is Jesus Christ, who revealed to 
His disciples the true meaning of the 
Old Testament Scriptures, which we 
find in the New Testament. When 
men turn to Christ in total commit- 
ment, the fuller meaning of the Old 
Testament is revealed. - The primary 
key to the Old Testament then, is not 
the historical method alone, as impor- 
tant as this is, but it is the Lord Jesus 
Christ of the New Testament, in whom 
all the fullness of the Godhead dwells, 


A Vacation of a Lifetime 
in the Hawaiian Islands 


HOSE who are fortunate enough 
to be able to travel widely speak 
highly of a visit to Hawaii. The Sun- 
day School Times Company has ar- 
ranged for a fourth tour to the Islands, 
scheduled to leave Chicago October 
16th and return there November 6th. 
Here are some of the advantages of 
these tours: 

1. Under competent leadership, you 
will travel with a congenial group of 
Christian people. You will be pleased 
with the trip itself and with the good 
fellowship. 

2. The tour will be during the ideal 
season to travel in the western United 
States and Hawaii, avoiding congestion 
and crowds, and taking advantage of 
lower prices wherever possible. You 
will see more, travel better, and pay 
less than on a midwinter and summer 
cruise to the Hawaiian Islands. 

3. The most modern equipment will 
be used: the Vista-Dome “North Coast 
Limited” of the Burlington and North- 
ern Pacific railroads westbound, and 
the Sante Fe “Chief” eastbound. 

4. You will experience a variety of 
travel over the Pacific: a mighty Pan 
American jet plane to Honolulu from 
Seattle, and the magnificent S S Lur- 
line, flagship of the Matson Line, from 
Honolulu to Los Angeles. 

5. You will live luxuriously in the 
islands, at the world-famous Royal 
Hawaiian Hotel at Waikiki Beach in 
Honolulu. 

6. Your sight-seeing and educational 
program in Hawaii is the finest that 
can be planned, and includes tours of 
the main island of Oahu and overnight 
stops at the islands of Hawaii and 
Kauai at top-flight hotels. 

7. A full day will be spent sight 
seeing in Seattle, and four days at Sat 
Francisco. 

8. Devotional services before break- 
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Yt each day in the Polynesian Room 


"of the S S Lurline, with Bible studies 


by Mr. Jaeger, will add much to the 
spiritual fellowship. 

9. Freedom from care of luggage and 
tipping and the arranging of all details. 

An attractive folder is available to 
all those who may be interested, giving 
costs and details. Write to Mr. Harry 
J. Jaeger, The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 
5, and it will be sent you at once. 


A Child’s Song of the 
Second Coming 
. By E. Margaret Clarkson 


PILGRIM, a stranger, my home is 

not here; 

Though this world is lovely and pleas- 
ant and dear, 

My heart is with Jesus in Heaven so 
fair— 

And one day He’s coming to welcome 
me there. 


I know not the moment, the hour nor 


the day, 

But surely He’s coming, whatever men 
say; 

He’s given His promise, I’m trusting 
His Word— 

Im watching for Jesus, my Saviour 
and Lord. 

A Home for His children He’s gone to 
prepare, 

In God’s holy presence—more radiant, 
more fair 

Than heart can imagine, than tongue 
can declare— 

And one day He’s coming to welcome 
me there! 


For ever and ever with Him I shall be, 

My Saviour, who died to redeem even 
me! 

Forever I'll serve Him, forever Ill sing 

The triumphs and praises of Jesus, my 


King. 

And there, where all sin and tempta- 
tion is past, 

There I shall be like Him—like Jesus 
at last! 

Shall shine like the stars in His beauty 
arrayed, 

A gem for His crown, to His glory dis- 
played. 

Lord, help me Thy wonderful love to 
proclaim, 

Till others around me, who know not 
Thy name, 

May turn to their Saviour, and trust in 
Thy love, 

That they, too, may share in Thy glory 
above! 


My Lord, Thou art coming! Dear Sav- 
iour, come in, 
And make me more holy, and cleanse 


me from sin! 

My heart by Thy Spirit for Heaven 
prepare; 

Then come in Thy glory, to welcome 


me there! 
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The Sunday School Times 
Binder and Index 


INDERS for a year’s issues of the 

Times may be obtained from the 
Company. The binder is of clothbound, 
heavy cardboard with the name of the 
paper stamped on the front. Single 
copies of the paper can be inserted one 
at a time, and any copy can easily be 
taken out. This system helps _ sub- 
scribers keep their copies in a clean, 
orderly manner and makes them readily 
available for reference. The binders 
cost $2 each. 

The Tirmves also issues an annual In- 
dex of the same dimensions as the 
paper, which can easily be filed in the 
binder. It includes a General Index of 
articles by titles, as well as a Classified 
Index of Verse, Editorials, Notes on 
Open Letters, Writers of Signed Articles, 
Ways of Working, International Sunday 
School Lesson, Children’s Stories, Titles 
of Books Reviewed. The Index (now 
available for 1960) sells for 20 cents a 
copy. 

Orders for binders and indexes should 
be sent to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


It is better to bend than be broken. 
—W. Graham Scroggie. 





CHURCH WOMEN AND ORGANIZATIONS WISHING 
TO make money write for free catalog! Phillips, Box 
18, Shermans Dale, Pa. 


THE LORD IS WORKING 
»m HOLY LAND 














Rev. Leon Rosenberg, Founder and. General 
Director, with two of our orphans 

Our obligations to needy children increase. 

Conditions there are the Lord’s challenge 

for your cooperation, prayers and help. 


“WHO WILL BE THE LORD’S HELP- 
ING HANDS?” 


HEADQUARTERS: 
The American European Bethel Mission, Inc. 
252 N. Dillon St., Dept. ST, Los Angeles 26, California 








contact. 


Sponsor a Korean Orphan 


Now caring for over 8,000 orphans in our 98 TRUE 
CHRISTIAN orphanages. But hundreds are still abso- 
lutely HOMELESS! For only $8 a month you, your 
Sunday School Class or other group can fully support 
a child and send him or her to school. You get the child’s 
picture, life story and mailing address; also the orphan- 
age history and group picture. You can write or send 
parcels any time you wish. Replies are prompt. Sponsors 
are THRILLED and BLESSED with this PERSONAL 


Many new sponsors are needed NOW. You can save a life, a soul, and train a 
future Christian leader. Please write us TODAY! All gifts and sponsorings are 


income tax deductible. 


THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 
An Interdenominational Non-Profit Corporation 


Tel. Gladstone 6-6181 





Dept. ST-8, 4848 No. Leonard Dr., Chicago 31, Ill. 








learn how two teen-age 





request—limit O to a family. 
Address a letter or card to 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 


4005 Verdugo Road 


David L. Cooper, Th.M., Ph.D., Litt.D., Founder and President 





Does God Answer Prayer? 


.Read some amazing answers to prayer in 
A MODERN GIDEON AND MRS. GIDEON 
By Mrs. David L. Cooper 


It reads like a fairy tale, but is absolutely true! You'll thrill to 
boys found a diamond at the bottom of a 
lake in answer to prayer—just one of the many instances related 
in this dynamic book (third edition, revised and enlarged, with many illustrations). 


This 176 age book (which retails for $1.00) will be sent FREE upon 


FREE!!! 


Los Angeles 65, California 
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TIDWELL BIBLE LIBRARY 





Books and Pamphlets Published by the Times 


Many readers of The Sunday School Times have asked us what other material we publish that would be of help 
to them in their teaching and in their daily Christian living. 


IN ANSWER TO THAT QUESTION 





articles in the Times and were reprinted in individual form because of the many requests received for them. Any of them 
may be ordered directly from us at the prices quoted as long as the supply lasts. All prices given include postage. 
Canadian readers may send personal checks drawn on Canadian banks. 


BOOKS 


The Law of Liberty in the Spiritual 
Life. By Evan H. Hopkins. 


A reprint of a book regarded by many as 
@ classic of holy living and the deeper spir- 
itual life. 

The late Mr. Fred Mitchell, chairman of 
the English Keswick Convention, states in 
the preface that “it has been rightly re- 
garded as the textbook of the Keswick COon- 
vention.” 

One hundred twenty-eight pages, bound in 
blue cloth, $1.50 each. 


The Dawn of the Scarlet Age. By Ed- 
gar Ainslie. 

A very excellent study of the Book of Reve- 
lation. It is now in book form as the 
result of urgent requests from many readers 
who had seen it in serial form in the TImgs. 

Mr. Ainslie gives sane, sound interpretations 
of the many symbols in Revelation, substan- 
tiating his conclusions by Scriptural proof. 

Here is the divine forecast of coming events 
on the earth, of which all Christians should 
be informed. 

One hundred and sixty pages, bound fully 
in red cloth, $2 each. 


Victorious Life Hymns. 


Edited by Charles M. Alexander and the 
Council of the Victorious Life Testimony, 
brings together 275 selected hymns. Cloth 
bound, $1.25 each. 


BOOKLETS 


A Chemist and His Bible. By Charles 
M. A. Stine, Ph.D., Se.D., LL.D. 


A masterful booklet on the truth and 
wonders of the Bible by a former Director 
of Research for a large industrial corpora- 
tion. Paper bound, 48 pages, 30 cents each. 


A Little Kit of Teachers’ Tools. By 
Philip E. Howard, LL.D. 


An excellent aid to the Sunday school 
teacher. Some Sunday schools have pro- 
vided copies for every teacher. Paper bound, 
72 pages, 40 cents each; $15 for fifty. 


Is the Higher Criticism Scholarly? By 
Robert Dick Wilson, Ph.D., D.D. 


The central theme of this booklet is that 
every part of the Bible is God’s Word. 
Paper bound, 64 pages, 25 cents each. 


Ourselves and Others. By H. Clay 
Trumbull. 


A choice selection of thought-provoking edi- 
torials on human relations; helpful in develop- 
ing and strengthening Christian character. Pro- 
vides good material for discussion groups. A 
fine gift item. Attractive stiff paper cover, 58 
pages, 85 cents each; 8 for $1. 


Victory in Christ. By Charles G. Trum- 
bull. 


Seven messages, in one booklet, on the Vic- 
torious Life that have been a blessing to many 
Christians throughout the world. Includes, “The 
Life That Wins,” ‘Perils of the Victorious 
Life,” and others. Paper bound, 44 pages, 35 
cents each; 8 for $1; 12 for $8.75, postpaid. 















we are listing the booklets, pamphlets, and miscellaneous items published by 
us and currently carried in stock. Most of these were originally published as 


PAMPHLETS 


Delivered From Christian Science. By How Should a Child Be Trained? By 
May Humphrey Pease. Bishop J. C. Ryle. 


The true story of the conversion of a friend This reprint, in pamphlet form, of the series 
of the author’s from the errors of Christian of eight articles published in the Timzs will 
Science, and how God greatly used her in be found most helpful to parents, teachers, 
winning others to Christ. 10 cents each; 50 pastors, and child study groups. 15 cents 
cents for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; each; $1.50 a dozen; $6.25 for 50; $12 per 


$6 per hundred. hundred. 

The Life That Wins. By Charles Gal- Christian Science and the Bible Com- 
laudet Trumbull. aa ; pared. By May Humphrey Pease. 

Over a million have been distributed in the Christians despairing to witness for Christ 


English editions. It has been published in against Christian Science will find help in 

sixteen other languages. 5 cents each; 85 this able comparison of the false with the 

cents a dozen; $2.50 per hundred. true. 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents 
for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


Biblical Parallels in Modern Law. By 
David K. Breed, LL.B. Reviews of the Revised Standard Ver- 
A sixteen-page pamphlet by a member E ae 1 
of the St. Louis Bar on the influence of the gg — ae ae iY Ji <a 
Bible on modern law. 10 cents each; 50 cents ., an . iver uswell, Jt. UD, 
for six; 90 cents a dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 LL.D., Ph.D. 
per hundred. The reviews were written by two ome 
students of saeoees and Lo Dr. BS, 
the time, was professor emitic Languages, 
Fundamentalism and Its Critics. By Literature, and History at Shelton College, 
John W. Sanderson, Jr. Ringwood, N. J. (has been appointed director 
The author, who is Assistant Professor of of the Israel-American Institute of Biblical 
Practical Theology at Westminster Theologica] Studies, Inc., Jerusalem, Israel); Dr. Buswell, 
Seminary, wrote four articles for the TIMES on t the time, was president of Shelton College 
some of the problems facing the Church today. 24 professor of Philosophy and Theology, 
The titles were: ‘Fundamentalism and Its (He is now Dean of the Graduate School of 
Covenant College.) 10 cents each; 50 cents for 


Critics”; ‘‘Neo-Evangelicalism and Its Crit- 

ies”; “Fundamentalism and Neo-Evangelical- 6; 90 cents for 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 

pg tetas ~~, Ke en < Testimony— 

or pportunity?’’ “Fundamentalism and Its P 

Critics” is a reprint of these four articles that Practical Christian Living. By Lieut. 

will be of interest and value to true Evangelicals. Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 

plese ee for 12; $6.25 for 50; This is a 24-page pamphlet containing a 
per hundred, postpaid. reprint of General Harrison’s articles that 


appeared in the TIMES under the following 


titles: 
Perils of the Victorious Life. By 1. The Experimental Reality of the 
Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. Believer’s Salvation 
_The perils and pitfalls of the Victorious 2. Faith As a Principle of the Christian Life 
Life are plainly set forth in this twenty- 8. Love in Its Scriptural Sense 
page pamphlet. 10 cents each; 90 cents a 10 cents each; 50 cents for 6; 90 cents for 
dozen; $3.50 for fifty; $6 per hundred. 12; $3.50 for 50; $6 for 100. 


The Role of the Sunday School. By J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation. 

This reprint of Mr. Hoover’s article on the role of the Sunday schoo] dur- 
ing this period of great crime and juvenile delinquency is printed on a sings 
sheet 814x1l1 inches. There is ample white space on the reverse side for 
churches and Sunday schools to stamp or print their names and addresses, 
hours of services, and invitations to attend. 3 cents each; 25 cents for 12; 
$1.50 for 100; $6 for 500; $10 for 1,000. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


Lesson List. able for the years 1947 to 1960, inclusive, and 


A handy, pocket-size. list of the lessons may be had for 20 cents each. 
in the International Uniform Series that 
gives the title of each lesson and the Golden Binders for The Sunday School Times 
pee Bg hava —_ “oe rte hdalt are available for those who desire a handy, 
topics are shown. Lists available for 1962. Ba Sag: nny gelling ge, neg e 
2 t h; $2 ; ; t ce, 

© qoute cask; Gh: o denen: GEC pee .Leesred binders’ board, covered with dark red buck- 


Index. ram, these binders are an attractive addition 
The eight-pa Times Index is a welcome to any Christian worker’s library. Will ho 
companion to the binder. Indexes are avail- issues for one complete year. $2.00 each. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
325 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia 5, Pa. 
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“Pussy Comes Home 

















ISS SUSIE lived alone in her cot- 

tage with her beloved cat, Sandy, 
her faithful companion. She was 
friendly with all the boys and girls 
around, but the twins Nan and Noddy 
who lived near, were almost her daily 
visitors. They loved playing with 
Sandy who, for a rather elderly cat, 
was remarkably frisky and really en- 
joyed a game. 

It was, therefore, a sad morning when 
the twins on their way to school saw a 
notice on Miss Susie’s little green gate, 
printed in large letters—“LOST A 
LARGE ORANGE-COLORED TOM 
CAT, NAME OF SANDY.” 

Nan and Noddy could not stay a 
minute then, or they would have been 
late for school, but they ran all the way 
to her cottage as soon as they could. 
Miss Susie looked worried as she told 
them that Sandy had not been home 


‘the night before, and she was sure he 
must have got hurt in an accident. 


“Oh, Miss Susie, we are dreadfully 
sorry, what can we do to find him?” 

“Well, Noddy, the only thing we can 
do is to pray that God will send him 
home. I’ve told all the neighbors and 
the milkman, but no one has seen him.” 

“We'll pray hard, won’t we Nan?” 
said Noddy. 

“You told us once there’s nothing too 
small to ask God about, and finding 
Sandy is quite a big thing, because we 
all love him so.” 

However, the twins were greatly dis- 
appointed when several days passed 
and still Sandy was lost. 

‘I'm sure we’ve prayed real hard,” 
Noddy said to Miss Susie. 

“Yes, and ever so loud, too, so that 
Mummy came up one night to see what 
the noise was about,” said Nan. “So 
we told her God couldn’t have heard 
about Sandy yet, so we thought we’d 
better shout like we have to do with 
Gran, because she’s so deaf. 

“Mummy said, ‘God always hears us 
but sometimes He doesn’t answer us 
quickly. He wants to teach us to wait 
like Mummy has to do sometimes with 
Baby Ruth, when she keeps on crying 
out for her milk.’ ” 

Miss Susie smiled; she, too, felt very 
impatient sometimes, for the uncer- 


August 12, 1961 (Lesson for August 27) 





E> 
au 
cat 


A true story 
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‘| | By Amelia O. Stott 


tainty about her beloved Sandy was so 
hard to bear. 

‘Then one morning the twins saw a 
notice on the little green gate which 
somehow seemed to look different. They 
tore across the road and read in great 
big capital letters: “THANK GOD, 
PUSSY IS HOME.” 

Oh! how they longed to rush in and 
hear everything about Sandy’s return, 
but instead they had to hurry along to 
school. That morning Nan and Noddy, 
usually such attentive pupils, had to 
be reproved by their teacher, for they 
were so busy thinking about Sandy that 
they forgot everything else. 

School over, they flung on their coats 
and raced to Miss Susie’s cottage, with 
Noddy reaching the gate first by a few 
yards. Miss Susie was watching for 
them and looked ever so relieved and 
happy. 

“Yes dears, Sandy is home. A kind 
lady brought him late last night. He 
must have been hit by a car, for she 
found. him lying near her gate some 
distance from here. He had a broken 
leg and his head was bleeding badly. 
The lady took him in and did all she 
could for him, as she is very fond of 
cats. A friend who came in to visit 
her yesterday told her about the notice 
she had seen on my gate, as she passed 
along this road, so the lady brought 
him at once. Oh, how overjoyed Sandy 
was to see me again. He is asleep now, 
so we won't disturb him, for he has 
fretted a lot and refused to eat so is 
still a sick cat.” , 

The twins were indeed delighted and 
Noddy said, “You see, Miss Susie, God 
did hear us, and as soon as He got time 
I suppose He answered at once. Per- 
haps there were hundreds of lost 
pussies, so He had to take each in turn. 
I'll try and remember that when He 
doesn’t answer my prayers, at once.” 

So Sandy came home and though he 
and Miss Susie have long since gone 
from her cottage, there are still some 
in the road who can never forget her 
thanksgiving notice. It helped them 


to realize that God is concerned even 
about the smallest things in our every- 
day lives. 

WorRTHING, SUSSEX, ENG. 


Enjoy a vacation at the Seashore 
at the Hershey Housekeeping Cabins and Cottages. 
Near Ocean. Very reasonable rates. Christian man- 
agement. Hershey Motel, Seaside Heights, N. J. 
Phone: Se Pk 9-0258. 


RUN A SPARE-TIME GREETING 
CARD AND GIFT SHOP AT HOME 


Show friends samples of our new 1961 Christmas 
and All Occasion Greeting Cards and Gifts. Take 
their orders and earn up to 100% profit. No ex- 
perience necessary. Costs nothing to try. 


Write today for samples on approval 
Regal Greetings, Dept. 151 Ferndale, Michigan 


BIBLE WORKBOOK 


By Catherine B. Walker, M.A., D.R.E. 

Widely used in high school Bible classes. 
Suitable as adult Bible study guide. 
Questions, notes, maps, and outlines 

Vol. 1—Old Testament Vol. 2—New Testament 
BIBLE WORKBOOK DISTRIBUTORS 
$1.00 each 420 E. Madison, Wheaton, Illinois 














FREE COPY 


“Facts About the Revised Standard Version Bible” 
STARTLING DISCLOSURES 
(Stamp for postage appreciated) 
Address: 


Astounding Facts 
1215 Conrad St. Palestine, Texas 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


® You to know that Commies and Mos- 
lems win Ne , teaching that the 
Bible is the white man’s book to make 
Negroes subservient. 

ee More people to be deeply concerned 
about such enti-Cheist teaching. 

eee That this CBI work of God needs 
workers, needs prayer helpers, needs 
support to more fully enter open doors 


‘Or le 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, INC. 
Box 11003 Station A Atlanta, Ga. 


Talmage Payne, Director 














When answering advertisements 
please mention 
The Sunday School Times 








“A CHRISTIAN HIGH SCHOOL” 


FENWAY 
ACADEMY 


DUNEDIN, FLA. 
\V CHRISTIAN IDEALS 
VV STRONG FACULTY 
V CO-EDUCATIONAL 
\/ REASONABLE RATES 


School plant unsurpassed in beauty, appoint- 
ments, and location . . . Accommodating 200 
fortunate young people of high school age 

. wholesome Christian atmosphere .. . 
abundant recreational opportunities ... A 
safe place for Christian youth. For BULLE- 
TIN write—Dr. W. T. Watson, President, 











Fenway Academy, Dunedin, Fla. 
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NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 





Must We Keep the Old Testament Sabbath? 


In these days of confusion in the 
religious world, I would like you to 
clarify one thing which appeared in 
Tue Sunpay Scuoot Trues. The ques- 
tion is, Is the Decalogue in force to- 
day? In the Tres, July 2, 1960, 
Charles C. Ryrie states the Ten Com- 
mandments are not binding today. 
Hence one need not keep the Sabbath. 
In the issue of January 28, 1961, there 
is an article entitled, “Immorality and 
the Ten Commandments.” This ar- 
ticle claims the Decalogue is still in 
force today. It must have been writ- 
ten by a Sabbatarian, as it is the same 
argument they use to prove we must 
keep the Sabbath—A California 
reader. 


Nine of the Ten Commandments are 
in force today, but Christians are not 
obligated to keep the Jewish, or Old 
Testament, Sabbath. However, one day 
in seven has been set apart by God for 
rest and worship; and since the Resur- 
rection of Christ occurred on the first 
day of the week, Christians have ob- 
served that day as their day of worship 
(Acts 20:7; 1 Cor. 16:2). The writer of 
the second article mentioned above is 
not a “Sabbatarian,” but simply did not 
deal in that short article with the Sab- 
bath question. As Dr. Ryrie stated, “All 
the Ten Commandments are quoted [in 
the New Testament] except the fourth, 
which concerns keeping the Sabbath 
Day.” 

The passages in which allusions to the 
Ten Commandments are made are as 
follows: 1 Timothy 2:5; 1 Corinthians 10: 
7; James 5:12; Ephesians 6:2; 1 John 3: 
15; Hebrews 13:4, 5; Ephesians 4:28; Co- 
lossians 3:9; Ephesians 5:3. 

The following quotation is taken 
from a tract entitled, “The Lost King- 
dom and the Changed Law,” by T. H. 
Salmon (Cooper Printing Co., Ltd., 508a 
Broadway, Newmarket, Auckland, New 
Zealand): 

“What law then has been changed ac- 
cording to Hebrews 7:12? To us the an- 
swer is clearly the law of worship 
generally called the ceremonial law. 

“Not the moral law, but priesthood 
and worship is the subject of the 7th 
chapter of Hebrews. But what of the 
4th commandment which says, ‘Remem- 
ber the sabbath day to keep it holy’? 
It is still the word of God to His people 
and has not been ‘abolished’ or ‘can- 
celed,’ but it certainly has _ been 
‘changed.’ 

“Christians now do not have to go to 
the book of Exodus for instructions for 
worship, and it must be admitted that 
the law of worship has been changed in 
at least three ways. 

“First, as to place. Under the old 
covenant the place of worship was at 
Jerusalem. But the Lord said to the 
woman of Samaria ‘The hour cometh 
when ye shall neither in this mountain, 
nor yet at Jerusalem worship the 
Father.’ The place to worship now is 
anywhere on earth where believers can 
gather together in Christ’s name. 
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“Second, the manner of worship has 
been changed. No longer is temple, 
altar, or sacrifice needed, but they that 
worship God must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth (John 4:23). 

“Third, the law of worship has been 
changed as to time. And this is the 
point that calls for special attention. It 
is easily seen that the place and manner 
of worship has been changed, but it is 
when one tries to examine the fourth 
commandment and time of worship that 
controversy begins. 

“But we affirm that the moral law has 
not been changed except in the sense 
that it has been placed on a higher and 
better level as seen by the way our Lord 
used two of them in His ‘Sermon on the 
mount’ (see Matt. 5:21, 22, 27, 28). 

“It is important to understand clearly 
that the fourth commandment is the 
only one of the ten that gives instruc- 
tions for rest and worship, and thereby 
causes it to become an important part of 
the Levitical order of worship which 
has been done away for ever, as clearly 
shown in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 

“Christians are in a new and better 
covenant, and are a new creation stand- 
ing on resurrection ground, able to wor- 


ship a risen Saviour on the first day of | 


the week—the resurrection day accord- 
ing to Acts 20:7, etc.” 
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Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Our Heavenly Father. By Helmut 
Thielicke. (Harper & Brothers, New 
York 16, $3.) This book is a series of 
sermons that were preached on the 
Lord’s Prayer by the pastor of the 
Church of the Hospitallers in Stuttgart, 
Germany. The original title of the mes- 
sages was “The Prayer That Spans the 
World,” and the author likens this 
prayer to “the rainbow colors of the 
spectrum.” One of the most interesting 
aspects of the book is the fact that 
these sermons were preached during 
the days of attack and capture of Stutt- 
gart in World War II. There are fre- 
quent allusions to this situation. The 
insight into the thinking of Christians 
at such a time is one of the chief values 
of the book. Since the book is a series 
of sermons, its primary emphasis is on 
application to the present scene. This 
becomes its greatest weakness, because 











it often foregoes interpretation for 
plication. Thus, 
kingdom come,” is. inferred to mean 
that it is a request for the presence of 
Christ because “the kingdom of God is 
where Jesus Christ is” (p. 60). For 
this reason it is unlikely that many 
readers of the Trowes would be greatly 
interested in this book. 


Stones of Fire. By Isobel Kuhn. 
(Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.50.) The 
author who, with her husband, spent 
20 years with the Lisu tribe in China, 
uses a remarkable analogy upon which 
to base her story. A passing incident 
of her girlhood days brought to her 
attention the indescribable beauty of 
a handful of Mexican opals in the 
possession of a youthful companion. 
When Christ challenged Isobel Kuhn 
and later took her to China, she found 
in the foothills of the Tibetan plateau 
“the counterpart of the little opals.” 
“The gems were simple, unpretentious 
tribesfolk, rocklike in their fidelities, 
but flashing fire if the depths of their 
love was. touched.” The _ analogy 
dawned upon Mrs. Kuhn as she watched 
the Lisus battle with untoward circum- 
stances. The title of the book is found 
in Ezekiel 28:14: “. . . upon the holy 
mountain of God, thou hast walked up 
and down in the midst of the stones of 
fire.” The story focuses on Third Sister, 
who was given the Christian name of 
Mary just before her marriage—to Lu- 
seng, who had once met her on a moun- 
tain road and had told her of the 
Gospel. The Preface gives the key to 
the story when it states that as “God, the 
great Lapidary ... takes up a clod of 
earth and forms it into a jewel, [He] 
selects a little earth-person, and makes 
her into a stone of fire.” Here is a love 
story, a missionary tale, a really thrill- 
ing narrative that lays bare a young 
woman’s heart and shows how God 
sometimes allows trials in the Chris- 
tian’s life that he may develop and 
grow in his spiritual life. It is a worth- 
while book that is suitable not only for 
young people but for any age. 


God So Loved. An Expository Series 
on the Theology and Evangel of the 
Best Known Text in the Bible. By J. 
Sidlow Baxter. (Zondervan Pub. House, 
Grand Rapids 6, Mich., $2.95.) Many 
have been thrilled by the account of 
how the Britisher, Henry Moorehouse, 
changed the course of D. L. Moody's 
ministry by preaching for a week on 
John 3:16 in Moody’s Chicago church. 
We have here a book of more than two 
hundred pages by another Britisher (by 
adoption) on this same text. The au- 
thor searches the whole Bible, of which 
he is wonderfully familiar, to explain 
this one verse. Note how he explains 
his method: “Now what London has 
been for so long to Britain and to the 
British Empire, this glorious text, John 
3:16, is to the Scriptures. It is the 
metropolis of Gospel truth. It is the 
hub of the Bible. It is the vital centré 
of Divine revelation, and the very heaft 
of the Evangel. All the great truth® 
of the Old Testament converge to 
it. All the great doctrines of the New 
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The deep sea-routes of profound proph- 
ecies lead to it. The’ redeeming re- 
alities of the New Covenant in Jesus’ 
blood are enfolded in it and unfolded 
from it.” In his first chapter, he asks 
and answers, “Is it really true?” Next 
there is a helpful chapter on pain. 
Then he goes back to Old Testament 
type and gives us six wonderful chap- 
ters on the first word of his text “For.” 
Here we have unfolded the typology of 
the brazen serpent. His discussion of 
Christ’s endorsement of the Old Testa- 
ment is the best this reviewer has seen 
in so short a compass. 


Awake, My Heart. Daily Devotional 
Studies for the Year. By J. Sidlow 
Baxter. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $3.95.) You are apt to 
ask, “Is another book of daily de- 
votions needed?” You should be in- 
formed that this volume differs from 
most works of this nature. The daily 
installments are decidedly longer. The 
Bible is quoted almost from cover to 
cover. Of the thirty-nine books of the 
Old Testament, the author brings mes- 
sages from twenty-six. The New Testa- 
ment is evidently more precious to him, 
for he brings help from all but five of 
the twenty-seven books. We see, there- 
fore, that the book is much more than 
just another book of devotions. It is 
a Bible study in itself. The attitude 
of the author to God’s Book is revealed 
in his use of certain texts several times. 
There are twenty-nine texts that he 
uses twice each. He has twenty-six 
valued texts that he uses three times 
each. There are five loved verses that 
he uses four times each. When he sees 
Christ approaching the cross, he dwells 
three days in March on, “And I, if I 
be lifted up from the earth, will draw 
all men unto me.” When he gets to 
October he twice uses this text again. 
Christ’s cry of triumph from the cross, 
‘It is finished,” is used as the basis of 
our devotion on four days. It is a 
most satisfying book for the devout 
Christian and should have a wide use. 


A String of Moni Beads. By Grace 
Knowlton. (Mrs. E. R. Knowlton, 
Harpursville, N. Y., 75 cents.) Here is 
given an illuminating glimpse into the 
life and surroundings of the little- 
known Moni people of New Guinea. 
They are a primitive race whose ex- 
istence was unknown to the outside 
world until recent years, when the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance first 
sent workers into that area. A young 
Man, son of the chief, was seriously 
injured, and came to the missionaries 
for help. Here he learned about the 
God of love, and the life after death. 
He came to the missionary Sunday 
School and became a man of prayer, 
leading others to the Lord. 

The author of this fascinating little 
book is the mother of Mrs. William A. 
Cutts. Mr. and Mrs. Cutts have spent a 
number of years among the Moni people 
and led many of them to the Lord. The 
book is rich in. many fascinating and 
tuly heart-stirring incidents revealing 
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the life of this people. Many of them 
now love and trust the Lord as their 
Saviour. 


The Lost Treasure. By Marie Lips- 
comb. (Zondervan Pub. House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich., $2.) In the days. be- 
fore the Louisiana Purchase, Louisana 
was tossed back and forth between the 
French and the Spanish. Piracy was 
common, and many a treasure of gold 
was buried in the islands among the 
bayous near New Orleans. Here the au- 
thor places the Farels, a French Hugue- 
not family, strongly Christian, forced 
by circumstances to live on an island 
known to be a hiding place for pirate 
gold. Teen-agers who enjoy an excit- 
ing adventure will enjoy the story of 
Andre Farel, a resourceful boy who has 
had ingrained in him the principles of 
honesty and truth, which serve him well 
not only in trading with the Indians but 
also in discovering the secret of his is- 
land home, Ile Renard. 
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Mon.—Acts 16:9-15. 
A Riverside Prayer Meeting. 
It was on his second missionary jour- 
ney that Paul had the night vision of 
the Macedonian asking his help. He 
went from Troas, in what is now 
Turkey, to Philippi, in what is now 
Greece. Note the three steps in the 
conversion of the successful business- 
woman, Lydia: (1) she worshiped God; 
(2) the Lord opened her heart; (3) she 
paid attention to what Paul said. Her 
hospitality is a good example for us. 


Tues.—Mark 15:33-41. 
Women at the Cross. 
Darkness prevailed from noon till 
three o’clock. “Well might the sun in 
darkness hide, and shut his glories in 
.’ Mrs. Browning called the Lord’s 
sad words, “Immanuel’s orphaned cry,” 
which came from Him because He suf- 
fered for our sakes. Christ gave up His 
spirit, which none of us can do; it was 
not taken from Him. The Temple veil, 
which was very large and strong, was 
torn from top to bottom, showing God’s 
power, not man’s. The many women 
who stayed by Him had both courage 
and tenderness of heart, as they often 
do today. 


Wed.—2 Kings 4:1-10. 
Old Testament Women. 
In sorrow and in debt, a widow asks 
Elisha’s help. His first words are typi- 
cal of the Lord’s attitude toward us 
(Phil. 4:6). The miracle he then per- 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 





formed for her was his fifth, out of a . 
total of sixteen. God can supply our ~ 
needs in many ways. The Shunammite 
was a woman of wealth and worth. It 
was greatly to her credit that she, see- 
ing that Elisha was a man of God, 
planned a room for him in her house 
that he could use at any time. Like 
Lydia, she was “given to hospitality” 
(Rom. 12:13). 


Thurs.—1 Corinthians 16:10-19. 
“The Church in Their House.” 


Seven good Christian witnesses are 
mentioned by name here. Paul had 
baptized the family of Stephanas (v. 
16). He and Aquila and Priscilla had 
assemblies, or gatherings of “called-out 
ones” in their homes. Aquila and 
Priscilla were keen Christians and Bible 
students, for when Apollos, who was 
himself “mighty in the _ scriptures,” 
needed some instruction, they were able 
to give it to him (Acts 18:24, 26). It is 
better to worship with a group of be- 
lievers of this kind than in a church 
“having a form of godliness, but deny- 
ing the power thereof” (2 Tim. 3:5). 
Every Christian home ought to have 
daily family worship, in which the fa- 
ther should lead. 


Fri.—Joshua 24:14-18. 
“We Will Serve the Lord.” 
Joshua set before the people three 
choices: (1) to serve the gods their fa- 
thers had served on the other side of the 
Red Sea; (2) to serve the gods of the 
Amorites; (3) or to serve the one true 
God. He made his stand perfectly clear, 
and what he said is a good motto for 
any Christian family. The people made 
the right decision, and called upon God 
to help them when they said, “God for- 
bid...” Paul also uses this expression, 
as in Romans 6:2 and 15. 


Sat.—2 Corinthians 8:1-9. 
The Grace of Giving. 
“We do you to wit” means “we desire 
to inform you.” The secret of the lib- 
erality of the Macedonian Christians is 
found in verse 5, “but first gave their 
own selves to the Lord.” Note that 
“grace” is used four times in this pas- 
sage, referring to the grace of God and 
of Christ, and to the ability and will- 
ingness of the Macedonians to give. 
Christ is held up as our great Example 
in the matter of giving (v. 9), for He 
gave all for our sakes. He it was who 
said, “It is more blessed to give than to 
receive” (Acts 20:35). 


Sun.—Romans 10:1-13. 
Justification by Faith. 


The topic for today is the great truth 
that Martin Luther emphasized. Four 
times in Scripture we find the words, 
“The just shall live by faith” (Hab. 2: 
4; Rom. 1:17; Gal. 3:11; Heb. 10:38). 
Note that the word “righteousness” oc- 
curs seven times in the passage for to- 
day. Paul draws a contrast between 
the righteousness the Jews were trying 
to establish for themselves, and the 
righteousness that God gives to all who 
believe, from the heart, on the Lord 
Jesus Christ. It is important that we all 
confess our faith before men. 
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